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Mark B Petefeen Novemmerzo 1975

.Council of Tvelve

Dear Flder Petersen,. y

{ am very gratefuil to you for your 1nterest and opennees concern1ng
Sister Jean Poulsen and her present sxtuatxon.- I am. also grateful to. you
for your kindness regardlng Sister Adell. Gardner who was recently in your
office. 1t gladens my heart that ‘she has been cleared by you and can en~
joy the b1e851ngs of church membersh1p wlthout restrlctlons or cond1txonso

pecause of this 1 have the courage to write to,you. I am appeallng to you

so that l'may be cleared and thatthe-review-of?Sister Poulsen'a ca® may -

aid her and her fam11y also. S _.,}g_ - g . .
Just over four years ago 1 began to earnestly seek the Lord and Hls
r1ghteousness 1n order that 1 might enJoy the compan10nsh1p of the ﬂoly

Ghost in my life, .1 feel that T was led to §1ster Poulsen, On Thursday,

‘Mar, 2, 1972 Sister Poulsen consented to.discuse-the scripturés with me.

she taught me the meaning of the atonement. This brought unspeakeable"joy
to my heart. and the: following evening'after a prayer in which I poured

out m soul to my Redeemer. 1 had the most beautiful and meanlngful exper-

: 1ence,of my llig wherein the Holy Ghost bore witness to me of the realxty’”

”:of a Divine Redeemer and of the benefits of His Atonement to me personallya'
This awakened in me an unsatiable hunger and thirst to. press fOrward'f“at I
might obtain the truth, knowledge, and spiritual endowment. whlch would en-
able me to in’ the truth. know, God the Eterfial rather and Jesus Lhrlst so that
- 1 could obtain Eternal Life with Them. I sought sister Poulsen's company -
-almost daily because | was fed there as 1 was no where else."ﬁy exoerieee
with her has always been upl1ft1ng, edifying,. .and - ;oyous, Often 801ng to

the temple together. . :

. Moroni 7:14<19 tells us how to judge good from evil. 1n verse 16 it*t
seys, v,.. for everythlng which 1nv1teth to do good and to persuade to be-
~lieve in ohrist, is sent forth by the power and’ glft of Christ;" Using

~.this standard for Judgement my - assoeiatlon with sister Poulsen has beenvv
‘more valuable than all other church related exper1ences combined. ‘

I know that the Lhurch of Jesus Christ of Latter-day saints is the
only true church on the earth. I support and sustain the church leaders.
-I knot»that-the fulnessiof the gospel and therkeys,.ordinances,.aodbtheue
Priesthood.authority‘to use such are'eithin the church. My association -

- with Sister Poulsen has strenghhened the knowledge of these convzctions,

’immeaeureably. 1 will be eternally grateful for her assoczation.
’ - R i


Morgan Knapp
November 20, 1975
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-1 eel that I am belng treated as though I am guilty until I prove my-
iocent and that the opportunity to prove myself innocent is closed.
My understanding is that there are three points’ of doctrine in question.'uk
',My helief in praying to the rather in the name of the Son is explained in
'M031ah 5:7, D&C 29:1-2 and the S5th lecture on raith) pPages 152-155 of the book
Relat1onships. Self Family, God, by Paul He Dunn and Richard M. Eyre.
My belief on the nature of the- Godhead as stated 1n the first artlcle of faxth»
VD&C 130:22, and 5th lecture on faith. My joy was full this past week when
1 discovered a ‘magnificent address delivered by Elder bruce R. McConkle at
the nYU devotional Jan. 4, 1972 ent1tled. “The Lord God of Joseph smxth
”wherein he quotes from the 5th lecture on faith and makes this statement
concernlng_xt, "In my judgment, it is the most comprehen51ve, intelligent,
-_inspiredvutterance that now exists in the Engllsh_language - that exists in
one place defining, interpreting, expounding, announcing, end teStitying
vhat kind of being God is. It was written by the power of the Holy Ghost,
by the sp1r1t of inspiration. 1t is, in effect, eternal scr1pture~ it is
utrue. I will only read part of it, and even then, because ‘of the deep content
'that 'is involved in the words, we cannot measure or fathom the1r full. 1ntent..
'le need to study and ponder and analyze the expressions that are made."
I agree fully with his entire address and it states my convxctlons

_better than even I could express them myself. 1 would be glad to supply you -

vv_w1th cop1es of both of the above mentioned writ1ngs at your request.

As te the question of whocl am sealed to L believe that if my . husband
and 1 are both exaulted we will be sealed together.{ 1f he is exaulted and
I am not, 1 w111 not be with him.. If I am exaulted and he is not then I
will be given to another. » '
v A restriction which was placed upon me was not to see Sister Poulsen 4
A‘unless accompanied by my husband. Emﬁz*shsaéstxﬁns to this country 1 desire e
to continue my friendship with her! and T would 11ke to do this without
feeling that my church membership is in questxon for so doing. I have com-
‘plied with the restrictions placed upon me but I feel them to be unfair
uncalled for and oppressive.b i feel that short of your approval however,
these'restrictions shall not be removed; Therefore 1 appeal to. you. for 7
clearance. I know of no doctrine that I believe to be contrary to the church.:
- Thank you for your ‘time and conslderation. '

Respectively, Your sister in tho gospel,,

Kariiie Q- Aiarps

, , , , _ Louioe A. Knapp
cc Pres. kichard A, Call *

- Bishop James R. Kimmel



Degesber i, 1975
Joean fowlsen

£51 8. G080 We
Orem, Utah

Dear Pres. Petersen :
This 4s 1. snswer te your request to write dowm ny b@ueis ins
lettor to you. ' :

(1) The Sesl to the Frophet Joseph Saith:
fy vour (Pres. Petergends) definition I have no treoubls denying
thet any such concent over exisbed.

(2} The Godhead:s » : :
You place me in an untensble position. 1 bellove in the First
Article of Faith. I olso believe in IEC 1730:22 ss stated.
1 alge believe in the Fiftk Lecturs on Faith sz steted. In wy
mind there 1s no contradiction betwoen them, IT theve g an
apparent contradiction it exdpis in ysur mind; not wine. IE
there were a contradiction in my mind, I would nsturally choose
the seviptures over the Fifth Lecture, bul 1 Lonestly believe
thet T com be o true, Ffaithful, leyal membar of Cedls chuych
snd believe in bobhewesnecially in the Light of this speech
given by Hider Frues R. HeCorkie befere the student body el
B.¥.U. on January &, 1972.

nThese statements thet I wow resd wore in part vrittes by the
Probhet and in vhele approved by him and tevght by him in the Sehaol
of the Frophsis. . They are taien frem the ®lectures on Faith, e
SR8} ’

fide believe Cod is the enly suprsas governor and independent Ledag
iv whest all fulness and perfeciien dwell; who ig cumipotent, omulipresont,
apgd omstseients wilthout beglmying of days or ol of life; sxd thot in
him every good gift and every good principle dwell; snd that he is the
Fathey of lighits: in blw the principle‘s of faith dwells Sydopeadently, .
and he iz the object in whoz the faith of gll other ratiomsl and accownle
sble belngs eentrea for life and seivation. (Lestures on Falih, Pobie}

g 1 teke & gecoryl ons. This secord, in offect, ls 8 opend
srmowneing who Beity 4s. In my Sudposent, 3t i3 the west comprehemzive,
intellipent, inmpired utterence that now exists in the inglish languagees:
that exists 49 ons place dofining, interpreting, expouwnding. amowmelng,
end togtifying whet kind of being Gl is. It was weltten by the power-
of the holy Chost, by the spirdit of ingplration. 1t iz, in elfost, elere
nal geripture; 1t 48 truve. I will only zead part of 3%, sud even them,
beceuse of ihe deep content that is involved in the vordg, wo camumd
neasure or fethom their full intent. We nesd to stugdy and poyddor and
snalyse the wmresgiong that sre wmade. : ' '

 #The Prophet says: '

#There ave Lo porsonapes who constliutes the great, matehleas, [oV~
erning, and supreme pover over oll things, by vhoun il thines vore cranted
gl mado, thet are crested amd made, whelbsy vis a oy drvisible,vhet
in heaven, oneartl, or in the earéh, wer the esrti, ox throvphoeut the
imeensity of space.t ‘ T

The Lord God of Juseph Snith Ly kFruce he Helurkie, Jan. &, 1972
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{3} Prayer to Chriots ;
vhen I pray I say “Our Father which art in Beaven®esbut vhon 1
telk (commme) with Ced, it is Jesus Christ I am communing withe
1 find mygelf in complete sceord with Flder Faul H Lunn on thiges
“Christ gam the answor to thes second part of the wﬂ,mr qe.m%;mn

"who to pray to.

#Pray to the Father in my nawe, 50 we address our prayers to the
Father and we close our prayers in Christ®s name. Yet the praver is to
bothe=the oneness of the father snd the son 2llow it to be so~epray o
the father bul visuvalire two listoners--two in person but one in purpose
ard cbjective and Judgeuent and one in tho answering of your prayers.y

Relaticnships, Self, Family, Ged by Paul He Iumn & Bichard Mo Iyre. pe 154,55

#7alk to the Lord as directly snd as speeificelly as you would a
friend.” ' ,

Felationshipg, Self, "a.ail,;, ot by Paul He luwem & Richard o E* PEs pe 365

Tut since gord 1>tams takos precidence ¢ver opinions, pi@ase allow
me the liberty of conseience to believe 13terelly in DEC 28 123 1@ Nephl 25:29;
L\:f‘ 03:is I&C 109:1; (sce alse III Hephd 131:18) Lac iﬁ\g.j’g 2 & B6; DEC 133:38-46;
eto., eteo :

I enbrace the wreswz*? ﬁrwortuﬁt* of publicly stating scsin wmy wost -
sincere repret 4f I have over gaid anything that would ten ci to lead enye
boady away fyom the truthe Ey whole purpose has always been to relnforce
this Chureh sk the kingdom of Ged on ¢he earti.

These ere wy honest and heartefolt vieus. I1f they are not acceptabls
to }m, please infirm uws as to what is our next wove by way of o t;eml.

Yourg very truly,

e dBan Poulsen
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Jean Pratt Pevlsan

5 i St 880 ‘Yo ¢

Orem, Utsh 84057 .

Jily 12, 1976

Pros. Spencer We Kimball
LDS Church Office Building : .
Salt Leke City, Utsh 84110 N 5

Desr Pres. Kimball: L
; I have fasted for many days hoping that you will with open mind
hoar my plea. ‘I respect your avthorily end the keys of the kingdom
which you hold with &)l wmy heartFhave always attested to that fact
end alvays will. : : , :
I have delayed writing this letter because I tried te resolve
my problenm on a local level, but every avenue has bsen clozed to me
or blecked by my former stoke president, Richard A. Call: He has .
threatsned vith excommunication or othorwisge intimidated my friends
in his steke who could testiiy for me. Every other persen that
covld testify out of hig stalte he hes had sccused and invesgtigated
until they are ell so intiwidated, isha,u there is no hope for redress
&mmnwre but to you. )

X wo's.ld not even now bother you with this matier, and would let it

rw%t in "h@ h&ms of the Lord who I knew jJuldges vith egudty and truth,
2nd sezrches the relgns and the hearts of the pesple, but I fosﬂ &

groat cuncem Yor the more "“m“‘im";:i. and seeking wonen ef this Church

whose hungry plea for something mere in search of a deepor f‘*iﬁx ie met

on every hend with fear and susplicion, as though 1t wers & threat to

the presiding au‘uheri‘ty‘s priesthoud.

It is my cbeervatien that women are naturelly more spiri Vw’l end
seeking then mene-they heve a spivitusl hwager which (most) “men do nod
heves-and that is only natural because their sacrifice is greater.
There is no usse on the part of the men to try to svrpesss this natural
need .&fa‘f? vomea by controll or compulsion, or dominion, or villification
because they will find a ¢ ataconbt in which te meet *o'm her, 1f nesu
be, in oxder to satisfy thelr splritual needs.

L1 tho women that I gtudied with, eg fov ag I }m_ew, wers true
and faithivl in keeping the commsndments, and T myself know of no
commandment that I have ever broken. AJ. my life, I have hsen eager
and Siligent in vhatever the priesthoed hes asked of moees T have
borne ny faithful husband ten children, seven of vhom ers sons, and
together wo in our fauwily have striven in every way to do, end bg,
&1l that an exemplery LDS family should be.  Our e¢lfforis have borne

st

TR



wofome

fruit and of these geven gons, 21l bLut one has ¢lther £i11ed an hononre
eble migsion or intends to deo so. Our geventh child (a sen) is presently ’
Lssistant to the President of the Italy Padova Mission. Our morried -
children are magnifying the Loxd es they, by Christmag, will bring v *
twenty grandchildren, &1l in seven years tine. '

Pl ¥

‘I haveo tried with every cwnce of energy ‘in my soul to keep my
‘temple covman“’c,s, especially the one ebout defending end wholding
the Church and kingdem of God on the earth, and several of my friends
are still in the Church today becauss of my undicing efforts to convince
them that this Church is truve. I belicve ny 50 years of fruils in this
Church will bear me out in this. It i& a shock boyond belief to have
ell this suddenly swept away by a suspiclovs and accusing stske president.

v I have had a Fervant belief that if any of us lack wisdom (even me)

- or have an honest contradiction in our mirds, wo can ask of God and he
will give to us Yiberally and upbraid not, azvi I sti1l believe it, as X
have p‘\i"s it to the test many times. It is because I have put this to
the test that T em sure and satisfied in my owm convictions. I claim
thege convicltions ag w ounte I have never tauvght them in any public
place nor de I intend to, but I claim the privilege of my own beliefs
end the protection of the priesthood, end the constitution, in having
then and stating them o my iriends as long as they are nol insurrece
tionale :

‘ It is beaa&zes T never stawi then in any pulilic place, but felt
perfectly fres in the Lord!s Church founded as it is on fres SEENCT,
to state thex to my friends, that I was accus c»d of thelding secred
mectings, and perfovming secret oxdinsnces, euc,,, etz.!t Thig could
not be any farther {rom the truth es the testimony of my fiicnds vwho
were there would bear out. . : ‘
I heve always believed, and have tausght vy children to balieve,

thal when we raised our grm to sustzin ocur priestheod brethren, we
were making a covenant with Ged o %de! what they told vs 1o doo If
we did that, they would, in turn, suztain ug in v :I at I congider to bhe
my most inalianable right and privilege, and that is o aeclk, to study,
to gquestion, to believe end to asschble with nmy :w:ixsm 2 to state nw
beliefs; and to be free from persecution for having done Just ﬁum

I never hed to bo told tw keep the comnzndments; to study the
geriptures, ‘o pmy«»l did it a.iw,ys with glameqs cs.l'.ld Joy in the
frordh,

It is precisely because I and my friends have done this that ve
erc very strong in our own individual faith, and cur own dndividual
convictions. We cach reszpect tho others for their ovm feith and

canvictions and the integrity of thelr owm hesrts. fThis ludividual
Su?&ﬂ{f’th in the Loxd hos been misconstrued by soms (vhe I bellievoe ars
insocure in their pries chaod) ag o lack of “respect for eut hgz‘i‘ty“.
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We love to most together cit&m to discuss our gl diness and faith,
our hope end knowledge in the gospel, bul our very strength and securlty |
hag boon reacted to by some as a threat to p?‘ib.}‘i&hwd euthority, an = v
insurgent cult, and they have treated it vwith suspiclon, fear and foros,
accusstion, threa’i:o and villification, as thowh we were enemios to be
destroyed bocause of our faith and inteprity of thouvght and mind. They
are especially fearful of this kind of strenpth end independence in a-
wvoman and have used the power of their office against us.

1he.

I balieve this is why Pres. Call did nat allow me@mvilege of an
interview with him (although both I an my husband asked for it) urrm
one week before he excomwunicated me, and then 1t was only beca ny

~husband insisted on it. This meeting vas nothing but a shouting zm;ch

whore the devil who is the Waccuser? reignod. By this dtinme ny reputoe
ton vag yuined by the wild, irrespensible and {lagrant alliegations he
hed already wmade ebout mo to many people, including most of the Dichopse
I had my very first interview with wy B1 snug, Craig Ge Mayfield, last
woskw-ten monthe after my execomiunlcatic I wes never asked by gnvohe
before the night of wy excommmiecation “to ceass mecting wi sh Yy w:,mw,
oxr to ceass d.x.scu,,s::.rvr wy faithe I Prese Cell tells you otherwise,

he :’r.p l,.ei gr }wsband m.ll bw 1o cut in a}.l of the abﬁ?v@e

As T *tola Preg, Call in our itx.r.,;t and arly :L:"‘%:ﬁrvi@: t.he weck befors
my escowmmics "Ci.Gn9 I do not believe anyone in this Church vho is not in
thelr stewardship can gver vecelve a vevclation for anybody else, and I
have never a'tw:pt@i to vecsive o revelation for snybody clse as again
the testimeny of my acsceciatos will bsar culs ' ’

- I rocognize the need f’or'@xcmmm‘xicaﬁian but dontt you thik e,he:y
s}wuld be fovr b“ caking the comsanduments and uai; for gx,m ing together to
study end discuss our seriptures and owr own faith? Are o not Tres
aymere o meet, ’c,o Wud;,, to pray, to imquire of the Lo srd ebout bie
gospel? IMust we lz.ve in terrer £ of our own priestheod suthority
accuging us because We have made the mistake of steting our ocwn Lalth

to our friends?

I wish with a1l wy }:;a t 't'o be a member of this C“xm*ch, but I must
have the assurenco t‘pa“c I formexly had, that uy priesthood brethren will
respoct ny Integrity of thought and speech as & fait} hivul, conaciencious,
God=fcaring free 'mz,nﬁ that is asccountable o CGod and not o them for
1y bellefs. VUhat I have vaid are my beliefs. Pres. Call will tell you
that I Yhave no respect for priesthood authorityt’, but I have tricd with
2l the strongth of my soul (Much I do admit is very strong becsuse I
have made & very great scerifice for what felith I have) to show that I
do regpect them, 1f they in turn will respech me a8 a f1ee agenie-ono
of the "1ittlc ones foxr whom Christ alse died!,




I had an open erd friendly (and to me) completely satlsfying visit -
with Elcer Petersen snd I reelly respected him for his nonesccusing ol
spirit, but it came back to me later, along with many other ellegaticng, +°
that I was Yeven deflant to an epostle.”

1

There is an abundance of cwrrespondence in Elder Petersents office
with regard 1o this matter along with one short tape which I made, sxd
& short tape vhich one of the women who studied with me wade. T hope
you or Elder Petsrsen (or both) can find the tiwe to hear these tapes.

A I s2id on the tape, I hope that the inguisitional tactics that

were used egainst Fheresy' in the Catholie Church do not find thelr way e
inte Godfs Churche I hope that we as the common, lay people (especislly

women) still have some individual rights. I wonder if there is still
in Gedts Church a “Ball}l.’ance of authority end irdividual rights®s I
hope thatbs _
Priesthood is & brotherhood, and in its operatisn, the highest
capacities of man (and I hope women)e=his capacity to be spirie
tual, nust be vespected and erlargede Leaders invite, persvade,
‘encourage, and recommend in a spirit of gentlemess and meskmoss.
Members respond freely ag the spirdit guildes. Only this kind of
response has moral velve, 4n act is moral orly if it ovpresses
the charaeter and disposition ¢f the person, that is il it ardscs
“oult of faith, knovledge, love end religicus intent. Fear and
force have no place in the kingdom becauge they do not produse
moral actiong and are contrary to Godfs gift of {ree agency.n

4

; (General Hardbook of Instmzcv’:ic:ns, 1963)

I believe I am naking this plea on behalf of the shused and accused
women of this Church and. on behalf of the sacred principle of free
egency, which I believe I wes valiant for in the presexistance.

I cmbzace the present opportunity to again as I did in fhy trial
(end if 3% i5 not in tho transcript it is because it has been tampered
with) to state publicly my most sincere regret if I have ever said anye
thing thet would tend to lezd anybody awey from the truth. My vhole
purpese has alvways been to relnforce thig Church znd kingdom of God ¢n
tho earth. :

I boeg your forgiveness if I have sounded aggressive or defiant;
but 1f I had been treated at enytime with the gentlencss and meelness,
long sufiering and love wnfclipgned that the 1Z21igt Secticn sugpests, I ,
would never have felt the necessity to be this defensive or defiant. :
I kmow that we must aalats the gentlenesg and mockness of Christ since
he stands at the head of this Church. =

Pres. Kimbell, T beg of you to hear this, my final and fowmal
eppoal for reinstatanent.

Sincerely yours in Christ,

- b ‘m-.x,./. et
%‘:@ e ALl Q’fo c’,f/,(:.’:"//i e
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Since I have been linked by accusatéon with these olhor wemen
(exd the bonds of fricendship have becams stronger nnly beccuse

of lile perseculiong rathor than by Like belieis) I am in effect:

taking vp their cause by sending you a'letter written by one of

vith a testimony Like thatl

Elder Potorsen
PK‘Q&; Coldl
Bishop Hayiield
sl
way

o A e e

theme Fleswse tell we how it is possible to get excoumunicated

.

»



Lonversation

S=Seeking Sister

A=Thoes in Authority uver Her,

S, "I'm hungry for the Meat of the gosnel."

A. "Don't be hungry.*' Tie ot b,

S. "But I am hungry. 1 can't help it,"

A. "Go to church, - You will gét fed there.,"

S. "I go to church every Sunday and attend every Relief Society meeting.
i am still hungry for more. In fact I hunger and thirst." '

A, "Have your husband feed you." ,

S. "My husband is a good man and I love him but he is not hungry and
oes not feed me, 1 want to study with my friends who feel as I do.
get fed there.

A', "Why-.aren't you content to study alone?"

S. "For the same reason the maints want to gather, and the early Christians
met in catacomhs inspite of great danger to their lives. T long to
meet and study with my friends." :

A, "Oh, we can't let you do that."
S. "Why?"

A, "If you study without a man there you might get deceived so we won't
let you do that,"

Ss. "The church bhelieves that in the highest degree men will have many wives.
This means that many more women will make it than men. I don't believe
that a man has any more favor with God to not get deceived than a women.
A women has as much right to the Holy Ghost as any man. The difference
is that 1 am seeking and longing to study and the men are not, I long
to meet with and seek with and study with my friends."

A, "We will not allow that. If you do, we will nunish you by releasing you
from your church jobs, takeing your temple recomend, denying you the
right to partake of the sacrament, or even holding a court on you for
your membership,"

S, "Why‘ I just want to seek the Lord and study with my frlends."

A. '"Because when you study with your friends you come up with ideas, theorles,
and doctrines that we haven't heard of before so they must be of the devil."

S. "But they are all right here in the scriptures and totaly consistant with
: the things you are shown in the temple."

A, "It's your miss-interpretation of them and is of the devil, You are deceived.'
S. "If I am decéived, then what?"
A, "Then the devil will make you criticize the bretheren. You will loose

your testimony., You will leave the church and lead others away."

£ (A PeT Acne Therl (1 &he paii

S. "I am not doing thoes things now, Why do you treat me as though T am
already guilty of sin just because you think I might be in the future?
The true chruch needs to alow me the freedom to seek the truth and not
punish me for committing sin until & sin., 1 love the Lord and mis church
and L+ want to study with my friends whao feel the same as 1 do."

/hu}g_ pd el VR bﬂh.«u;wk s th\pcck—ai‘{f. Lut
"For your own good and because we love you we will not ‘allow you to study

with your friends. You must place yourself totaly under the programs

A,



Conversation continued, ~age 2

of the church, Put these questions out of your mind., Be‘content to not
seek or ask or study anything that is deep. Your leaders will keep Yo«
safe. They will tell you what to helieve, how much to believe, and will
not allow you to get off the deep end, They will keep you safe from

the mysteries. You will remain.. sate in the saftey of the church and

you will get safely back to heaven and not one of you will be lost.

S. "I had the same plan presented to me ip the gggfe§}stanbe. I reiected
it there., Surely bocleadercin:the Lord's;troe ¢hiifthiwould wang: to
imposei: Satan?s-plan on me here."




You asked me what I wonld do if T were in your nlace. This is an attemnt
to answer that.

I would realize that our sorjurn on earth is a continueation of the war in
heaven where we are chooseing wherther to be on the side of Christ and freeagency
or on the side of satan and force ( for what ever good reason emen to forde
peonle to be good and do right so that not one would be lost). I would realize
that egen though God wanted everyone to return to him he wanted something even
more and that was that every one bhe tofally free to choose so that those who did
make it would have had the freedom to experience the opposiatés all along the
way so that thev could stand in the truth rather than have it imnosed on them
externally §3i¥41—$#aa-havey1t written on theri hearts and inward parts by God
himself. T would know that this was so impottant to God that he was willing to
give His only Begotton Son that everyone might be free. I would know that Christ
was willing to give his life and pay for my sins that freeagency might be gaurenteed.

o I would know that on one end of thé scale is fallen man who is an enemy to
GGod. On the other end of the scale is reedeemed man who is one with God. Tn:
mans fallen state he he preceves God according to his own limitations. Or he
Crcates God in his own image and then goes about worshining that image with all
his might. 1In many cased he trys to imnose that image of “od on others thinking
he is doing God a service. As man nrogresses in his endowment or moves along
the scale from fallen man to reedeemed man he is growing in the knowledge of God
until sometime he will see God as He is for he will be like him. Mowroni 149

If I were in the fallen or carnal state I would hear God say to Eve, "Thy
desire shall be to thy husband and he shall rule over the." and I would miss
internurted it and think that God said instead, "Adam I command the that thou
shalt rule over Eve and that thou shalt make her decisions and that shalt im-
nose them on her and that thou shalt dgffve hy suvpg#riom manhood by subjecting
her to thy rule."and then * would oongratulate myself for being so Godly and
thus T would be following Satans plan exactly in that I would be forceing some
one and then thhkeing the hohor unto myself.

If I were in the fallen or carnal state I would read the "Peacemaker" and
thnik it gave me licence to treat my wife as though she were nroperty with
no feelinegs and no rights and that I could use or abuse or buy or sell or
ignore, trample her under my feet because bhe was my properity and I could
do with her as T nleased.

If I were in my fall or carnal state I would experience the enemeity hctween
man and woman that occured in the fall such as 1 recopgnize there is an enmetity
hetween man and beast. My devine nature would be trying to peek out,and love
and care for her and feel drawn to her but my fallen nature would rear up in its
enemetltv toward her and I w:uld feel at war with her especially when for my
ego's sake to help me maintain my manhood I wanted control over her_aﬁﬁ she resisted.

Tn my fallen state T would feel unappreciated by her and used by her and
in need of straightening her out so that she would conform to me ams I conforen
to my image of God so that we three wmight all be one and thus be able to con-

form our children to ourself so that not onﬁcwould be lost.
1

If T wene in my fallen state T would being a JUST man was that most Godly
thing I could think of wnd would considermyself far more Godly than any man I
knew because I was so steadfast and unmoveable in executing justice.
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1f 1 were in a more redeemed condition I would hear God say that Adams'
curse is to make the living and that God nut him under covenant to obey the
father. T would heatr that the curse on Eve was that her Desire would be to
her hushand. God did not say He would force Eve to be ruled over by her
hushand if her desire changed because that would be takeing the otker side
fought for in the war in heaven. So the min. Eve no4 longer desires to be
ruled over by her husband, the curse is lifted. Because of her nature her
desire will return arain and again as she progresses and realizes that Bhe
is also ar‘{ng in the tokens of the priesthood. I would realize that the
only way Adam and Eve can be truely one is by Christ mediating the covenant
in each one so as they become one with God they can become one with each other.

T would realize that my redemtion was not compnlete until I had over come

the world by faith and overcome the last enemy death. As I nrqgressed along

the way I would apnreciate the freedoms provided by the constaﬁ¢ion and would
deny those freedoas to ne one. ~F would ailow my wife and children all the
riechts priviledges enjoyements opourtunities, exneriences, and freedoms that

I myself calimed. I would feel a resnonsibility to teach them correct princileés
~and T would consider that in some matters children would need restriction bhecause
of lack of muturity and judgement but I would know that I could never force

their conscience.

I would realize that My conenant is between me and God and I would resist
any one interfering with my freedom in i® makeing my own choices and being
accountable to God Only. I would realize that my wife made her covenant with
God and must have total feeedom in her chibices and that her accountability
is to God and that I better not meddle in affairs of her conscience for that
was satan's nlan and he was cast out because of it.

Tn iy journy toward redemntion 1 would read the''neacemaker'" and look
unon my wife as belonecing to be as bone of my hone and felsh of my flesh
and as nroperity 1 would be reauired to give an accounting of my stc:ardship
over. I would cherish, value, nurioush, cultivate, and care for her and I
would be ever so careful of her feelings because I would know that as soon
as T volited them I would be fornicating her spnirit. I would know that T
could excercise no influance excent by love unfeigned. Therefore I would
pray unto the Father with all the energy of =y heart that I might be filled
with this love wkich he hestoweth uncon all who are true fellowers of his son

Li%e.

Jesus Christ for all else except this love will fail. Moroni 7:46-47,

As 1 progeessed I would know that justice is an attrubite of God and I
would be glad I posessed it. I would recognize that it is because of the
attrubuite justice in God that Satan has claim on me and I am lost and fallen
forever. T would see that it is only because of the counterbalace of mercy
in God that I have any hone. My hopne is in Christ and his murcy. I would
never judge in justice with°"‘gqual mercy for fear the same judgzement would be
meeted out to me and I would be lost and satan would have claim on me.

I would try to provide a climate of accentance , patients, encouragement
communication, understanding and supnort toward my wife so that he might feel
totaly free to exnmerience and excersize her agency and I would trust that God
is able to do his wah work with her and that since her desire is toward God
that that is exactly the direction he will null her even though she may not
go exactily at the same rate or in the same manner as I. I would allow God
and my wife to work that out. I would realize that my accounting to God will
bhe for how 1 fullied my covenant and not how my wife fullfilled hers.



T woi'ld realize that we are in the lone and dreary world and that Satan
is the “od of it. I would rcalize that inorder to get out of babalon I_must
first get babaloh out of my heart. I would realize that to the degree _  am
un reedeemed is the degree 1 have babolvn still in me. I would realize that
each nerson who leaves babalyn must first have it out of their hear and that
it is a nrocess. I would realize that inorder to flee from babolyn I must
have a 7Zion to flee to. Here again it must first havnnen in ones heart.

T1f 1 wanted my family to avoid the influnce of babalyn I'd want my home to

he a 7ion nlace which was so full of love and joy and the spirit of “od that

mv familv would flow to it. 1 would realize that is would have to be a process
since all of mv family members including myself have a fallen nature.

T would not dare to assume that I was pure ii heart enough to be God's wil

for myfamily until I had Ween sanctified into Uod's time space demention

and was tntaly one w1th “od or had hecone one itnthe Godhead with him. In
that ¢éonditi - o Hat=i- : - Until-% was- in that condition . .
T would realize that there might be qomethlng that God knew about my wife and
family that I didn't know and so I would let God deal with their agency. Once
I was in th.t condition I would totaly know the will egf of Yod for them and
even then I would not imnose it on the or use threats or couresion for that
would make me a son of nerdition because after all I would be using Satan's
nlan.

T would hone that in this fallen world I had a home as near to a Zion
condition as anyone I knew of and 1 would be patient in trying to teach and
love and persuade my children and wife in heivenly principles and encouracge
tékgn to follow their conscience in their choices. I would want them and myself
to be kind and understanding and loveing as we all walk through this life
of onposites. 1 would tHry to have love as the key nrincinle in the home
and if anyone left it would be because he or she choose not to respond to love.
This world is not heaven. It is a lone and dreary world. We need to care
for each other and hew#ln each other and feel the burdens of each other. I
would want for my wife to be lifted above her curse and I'd want her to want
me to he lifted above mine.

T would consider Christ to be the Bridegroom and myself and altHough—
all those of his church (those who desired him) to be his bride. I wruld

veee~that as.soon.as my wife accepted of the férst token of the prlesthood

that the curse hegan to be lifted from her and that Christ becomes her his-
band and He is to rule over her and her desire is to be to Him. I would
consider myself as a husbandman to her for Christ's sake and 1 would in no
way dare to interfear with their relationship ceﬂﬁly not to try to impsse
Christ's will on her. 1I'd let Christ take care of h:r conscience and worship.
I would consider her to be Christ's wife until He gave her back to me in

a sealing by the Holy Sprit of nromiscafter I had obtained the secnter over
my kindgom. T would see that the way in which I administerd my stewardship
in partaining to being a husbandman to her would be up ummost consideration
in the eternal sealing because the Holy ®prit Of Fromisecould not seal us
against our will,

T would want to have my house in order. 1T would want to have my family
abide hy correct vprincinles. I would believe that certain behavior is not
accentable and if a memher persisted in behavior which infringed unon the
rights of others or was spnirituvally dammaging to the other family members
T mieht have to reauest them to renent or eﬁggéé. I would also realize that
all of us are fallen and that each of us including myself are in a state
of probation and vperfection can not be exvected immediately and continually

until it is attained by the grace of Christ. Moroni 10:32-33 and 1 would be:



careful that in tryine to rid my home of babalvyn I was not in the

greater erin of Satan by useing his plan that was rejected in the war
in heaven,

I would know that God is a God of love and I would try to receive that
attrubnte from him first and formost.



sunday fugust 1%, 19706

Gear Bizho» Kimmel

I¢ ds Jifficult for oo to axnress myself in pevson so § am
. . s . . . &
sritting vou a letter of o wvociatione A littls o 1% vears aEe
+ smaw wy friend the vicgtio of an unbeiievable situvation., 1§ wondered
what toe foture wvould held, As T nonderod and nrayed § veceived
a testimony of the Following thines {(anony others): b, wmishon

&l

Kimwve! #€ called of the Lord., 2. Me is doing his jobh to the

keat of wis shility, 3, e and the way bhe is aroferciag bis

dutiea are acceptes of the Lord, ‘5ﬁ\¢0urse that bucwlouge is
comiarting {o have. wacauae of oy wxwé}i@ﬁee 1 feci that wvoun
vae your sviesthood angd oifice asr the bLord woulo have veu do as
Jeserihed in 0.0, 121:14le16 rather than the wavy hal Yalwosi all
men” «n as Jeseribod in verses 7=39. 1 feel thed éuu.rem@mher
fhat yowrcovenent with the Lerd is to obey Him vath.:r than te
force cthers to ohey you.

I aw very srateful that vou have the goirit of hindoess and
natienta, That wvon want fo helieve ithe test of others, | oam
sratefal that y@u desire to mee your office to protect vour
neonle from accusation rether than to accuse them. T aw gralee
ful that vou are loveing and trusting avd homble, 1§ relieve tLhat
vou =ee the geod in other geonle hoecavae of your own righteounsnsss
ard nurity of heart thoe vou allow olboer ncople the sawe virtuss,

1 sunnort ven as wy Pishop because in wmy heart T really want

. A L 18t TTon : ,
to. mot because of Zﬁ;&ﬂ*%*eﬁ or auty or fear bul hecause you
have truely won my respect aog gratitude. Wy alielgance flows
unte you vithout "™Comnulsory means®™ as described in verse 48,

I 2w thankful that you treat me as an  individwal of werth
and intr&grity. T swm thankful that »y busbandg bas the same
virvtues that you have, 1 feel very blessed and ithaox the Lord

for the sany bhiessgings that I have,

sincerely
ey

¢
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sunday August 19, 1976

7,

Dear #ishon Kimmel ; _"”Q*;%_,

It is difficult for me to exnress myself in person so ! am
writting you a letter of an»reciation,s A little o‘fiﬁ years ago
4+ saw my friend the victim of an unbelievable situvation. 1! wondered
what the future would hold. As Y nondered and prayed 1 received s
a testimony of the following things (among others): 1. mishon
Kimmel b€ called of the Lord. 2. He is doing his job to the
best of his ability., 3. e and the way he is preforming his
duties are acceptec of the Lord., 0f course that knowledge is
comforting to have. Bsecause of my experience i1 feel that you
use yéur oriesthood and office as the Lord would have you do as
described in D.C, 121:41-46 rather than the way that "alwost all
men" Jb és described in verses 3739, 1 feel that vou.remanber ‘
that vouwrcovenent with the Lord is to obey Him rather than te :
force others to ohey you.

fvam very grateful that you haye the spirit of kindneass and
Datie;tsf. 1hht you want to believe the hest of others, 1 am .
grateful that you desire to wpse your office to protect your
neople'fro- accpaation rather than to accuse them., T am gratee
ful that you are loveing and trusting and humble, 1 believe that
you see the good in other people because of your own righteousness
and'pqr#ty of heart thus you allow other people the same virtues;

i lubport you as wmy Pishop because in my heart I really wanf,
to. Not because of L Ay or duty or fear but because you
have true}y won my respect and gratitude., My alleigance flows
unto you without "Compulsory means" as described in verse 46, ;

I am thankful that you treat me as an individual of worth ;
and ih;fegrity. I am thankful that my bhusband has the same ;
virtugéwthat you have, 1 feel very blessed and thank the Lord

for the many b‘eslingl that I have,

Sincerely
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THE CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS

The Presidency of the First Quorum of the Seventy
50 East North Temple Street, Salt Lake City, Utah 84150

March 30, 1977

Mrs. Louise A. Knapp
Route 2, Box 878
Provo, Utah 84601

Dear Sister Knapp:

Thank you very much for your letter of inquiry dated
March 25, 1977 concerning someone who has used my name as a
reference to buy 10-15 acres of Provo riverbottom land.

This is the first indication I have had of such a request
and I would like to know who is using my name for such
activity. I have never made such an overture. I appreciate
your checking it out, however, and perhaps saving us both some
embarrassment.

I appreciate your willingness to consider the sale of
such land but it was not my inquiry. If I should ever do so
it would not be through another party. .

Thank you for your thoughtfulness in writing.

Sinc ly yours, :
Paull' H. Dunn

PHD/sm



march 31, 1977

o

[ JiE d e
Dear Elder Dunn

Thank you for you letter of March 30, 1977 in prompt reply
to my earlier letter to you concerning the nam who used your name
in refference to buying some preperty in the Prove ,rigequttoms.

You said, "This is the first indication 1 have had of such a
request and 4 would like to know wxho is using my name for such
activitye.”,. I want to do what is right and would be glad to tell
you the name of the éan who called us except I'm afraid of the
jeporday-to-wy ehruch wembership if-I cuesticn :):icst‘};;osd holder
with such a high stake nosition in the church. nowever if you
atill'want to know his name and feel it wouldn't be held against
me, let me know and 1'l1 tell you for I want to de what is right

by you., My greatest desire is to find what is right and do it.

mincerely

Druiar (. Fnapp



THE CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS

The Presidency of the First Quorum of the Seventy
50 East North Temple Street, Salt Lake City, Utah 84150

April 5, 1977

Mrs. Louise A. Knapp
Route 2, Box 478
Provo, Utah 84601

Dear Sister Knapp:

Thank you for your response of March 31, 1977 regarding the
priesthood leader who has put both of us in a rather interesting
position.

I would not want to have you reveal the name if you did not
feel comfortable about it but should you desire to do so, I would
hold it in strickest confidence and would use it in a manner
that would not involve you directly. I think it is unfortunate

that people use Church positions to get personal gain and in other
ways. I apologize for that.

Thanks again for your thoughtfulness in calling this to my

attention.
f\
Slnq%;¢ly yours, /25 :

Pa Hi Dunn

PHD/sm



April 7, 1977

Dear Flder Dunn

Thank vou very wmuch for vour kird letter :f April &, 1977,

i suess 1 wouldn*t feel comforiable if U weren't true to my
convictions and I'®m convinced lhat you have tbe right to know that
the man who used your name when he inquired about ourcnsseing land
is Bill J. anderson. You have my full peraission to use my name
and any infornation i have given you, in any way confidential or
otherwisg, that you feel will be helpful toc you as you handle
thisfnrah)em. : ‘

, ih§s unfortunate qituafion does not shake my t@étimony-as
it is founded uocn fhe‘rock. Since none of us are yvet nerfect,
1 amvrejoicing in the Atonement of Christ which gives us the way,

nanny waster,

Sincerely

¥. 8:; If I can be of any future assistance to you, nlease let me

know.

?\fo‘ﬂa /A C{(;(j_,/m /0(\69 f’ié,-/yﬂhc( /\L Ca lf _-7—0&/3
Me- he Calle { Ll op ﬁDCLhéq : & learnel TTPats & Mey

nd
Dann  he asked  Les. Andergon T Top g Cad Sor.,

ﬁ Mol RdlE RS e mund F : +
: s b&t d.d 7
Wil gy LiTTer e 5 conhec” XA



Louise Knapp
July 25, 1977

Dear President Call:

I tried to call you and you were out of town; so I'm writing instead.
Maybe this is a better method of expressing myself anyway. It will eliminate
the problem of my compromising my feelings under pressure or my standing firm,
thus appearing to not respect authority.

In thinking about my recent interview with you, I feel that when I
indicated a hesitation or qualification as to sustaining the local brethern in
their call and you encouraged me to explain, I made a mistake by not doing so.

I don't want to hold a temple recommend under false pretenses so I'll try to
explain my position. First let me explain my statement, "I am feeling alot of
love for the brethern right now." That is not because of any admiration of or
respect for the brethern. It is not because of anything the brethern did to

earn or merit the love., It was simply a gift from the Lord to me. A gift that

he has given me more and more often as I grow in my faith in and relationship

with him, It has nothing to do with your righteousness or my rightecusness, but
rather is because of the righteocusness of my Redeemer (2Nephi 2:3 and Moroni 7:48),
It is the way I hope to feel toward all mankind regardless of their degree of
righteousness or unrighteousness.

I think it only right to tell you that with the knowledge of my
Bishop, I did not raise my hand to sustain the Stake Presidency at our ward con-
ference last fall, I didn't raise my hand to appose because I was afraid. I
don't feel that the problems facing me then are resolved, but instead I ration-
alized by deciding on my own definition of what youw "call®™ is, It is probably
different than your definition of your "ecall"., I can sustain you in your call
to run the temporal affairs of th stake such as presiding at meetings, spending
the budget money, etc. I haven't read your handbook, but I suppose I could sustain
you in your call to do all of the things outlined for you in your handbook., As
to spiritual affairs, I can sustain you in trying to bring your stake members to
a personal relationship with Christ and then allowing them to freely grow in that
relationship without intervention from priesthood leaders. I want to grow in
knowledge, spiritual gifts, ete. and all that is involved in the fullness of the
gospel.

I don't know whether or not Elder Mark E, Petersen told you that I
sent him a tape a couple of years ago telling him of my feeling about the sad
case of injustice done to Sister Jean Poulsen, I told him that the implication
that Jean had a seperate group going which was operating seperate and independant
of the church and even perfoprming ordinances was absolutely false, I told him
that linking Jean to any involvment in the promotion of the present practice of
polygomy was absurd and that I had read a book written by Jean before all the
trouble in which she pointed out that the keys and authority are in the church
and the present practicing pologyomists are in error. T told him that I'd like
to take care of my feelings on a local level, but I had heard from two sources



(2)

that I had lied to my bishop (which I knew was not true and he later agreed with

me) and that I had corroborated my story with other women who were in sympgg%xqf?ﬂﬁZ:?%
with rather than againsEJJeaq& (I also know that is a lie). I have a copy © o .
the tape to Elder Peterserabecause I can not sustain you in that kind of unright-

eous misuse of authority. I also have heard you say that we must not search

the mysteries, I cannot believe that is from the Lord because he says the opposite

in D&C 76:5-10 and in many other scriptures with the same message. The live

lecture in the temple also states the same message. I don't need to know which

came first, the chicken or the egg, but I do have to know the mystery of Godliness

so that I can have eternal life for this is eternal life to know the only wise

and true God, and Jesus Christ who he sent,

I feel sorry that you told the High Council that you had called Jean
in many times and labored with her when in reality she received a letter calling
her to a trial for her membership without ever having heard from you as to the
reason. She and her husband had both called you and asked for her to have the
privilege of answering the accusations before a trial was ever set instead of
three days before the trial happened.

T still have the same faith and beliefs that I had two years ago when
you had me released from my church position. I recognize you have the authority
to call and release people in church positions. Maybe since you felt I shouldn't
hold a church position then you would hesitate to see me go to the temple now,

I see that when some people are attacMed or accused they feel hurt and
cry. Other people feel hurt and try to defend themselves or fend off the attack.
It's a difference in basic personality not righteousness. It doesn't show their
respect (or lack of it) for authority; it just shows how they react to attack.

I don't feel good about President Hintze threatening to sue Richard
Murdock. I wanted to go to President Hintze to air the ought I had against him
but was asked not to for fear it would anger him and stir up worse trouble.
With the kind of power you have, I wish you would have advised President Hintze
to go to Brother Murdock and talk things over and make an agreement and have it

legally recorded thus valuing the feelings of a fellow brother and his family
more than a few feet of property.

I have in my posession a copy of a series of correspondence between
Elder Paul H, Dunn and myself over President Anderson using Elder Dunn's name

without permission in order to get financial gain., You may read this correspond-
ence if you wish.

The God I worship would not require me to sustain people even though
they have a church call in the kind of unrighteousness that I have mentioned
above and I don't sustain that unrighteousness. I'm not perfect and don't require
those holding church positions to be perfect. However, when I see what I feel
is misuse of that position against the very people they are to be serving, in
my heart I then have ought against them and believe it only right that I express
it to you, If I have ought against my neigbor, the Lord requires that I go to
him. My purpose for writing this letter is to be honest and not malicious,

I have not discussed this letter with my husband, but take the respon-
sibility for my own actions., My husband treats me as a grown adult capable of



(3)

making my own decisions, whether or not he agrees with the decisions or whether
or not the dseision causes him sorrow or concern, he still allows me the right
to be free to make my own choices for my personal life. I'm grateful for that.

I think he magnifies his priesthood in this area more than alot of men in the
church,

I must be free to make my own choices that I might experience good
and evil that I might have the chance of becoming like the Gods-knowing good
and evil. I cannot leawe my decision making up to the one with rank above me.
I fought against that plan in the pre-existence and I'm sure I should not
accept it here, I realize that makes me vulnerable to error, I pray the Lord
will show me my errors that I might repent, These are my honest feelings. Now,

if you feel that I should not have a temple recommend, let me know and I'll
return it to you,

Sincerely,

oaccine (0 Fionsn
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Priesthood session, Saturday, October 1, 1977

The'len
Blessings of the

Priesthood

Elder Bruce R. McConkie

Of the Council of the Twelve

The blessings begin with our own membership—
and can take us to sanctification

e are the servants of the Lord,

his agents, his representatives.

We have been endowed with
power from on high. We hold either the
Aaronic Priesthood, which is a prepara-
tory, schooling order, or we hold the
Melchizedek Priesthood, which is the
highest and greatest power that the
Lord gives to men on earth.

There are in this greater priesthood
five offices or callings—elder, seventy,
high priest, patriarch, and apostle—yet
the priesthood is the same; and the
priesthood is greater than any of its
offices. We are a kingdom of brethren, a
congregation of equals, all of whom are
entitled to receive all of the blessings of
the_priesthood. There are no blessings
reserved for apostles that are not freely
available to all the elders of the
kingdom; blessings come because of
obedience and personal righteousness,

not because of administrative positions.

I shall speak of these blessings—
the ten priesthood blessings—which are
available to all of us who hold the holy
Melchizedek Priesthood.

/ Blessing -ame: We are members of
the only true and living Church upon the
face of the whole earth, and we have re-
ceived the fulness of the everlasting
gospel.

“This greater prieslhood admin-
istereth the gospel.” It “continueth in
the church of God in all generations,
and is without beginning of days or end
of years.” (D&C 84:19, 17.)

The gospel is the plan of salvation;
itis the way and the means, provided by
the Father, whereby his spirit children
have power to advance and progress
and become like him. The priesthood is
the power and authority of God, dele-
gated to man on earth, to act in all
things fdr the salvation of men.

Where the Melchizedek Priesthood
is, there is the Church and kingdom of
God on earth; there is the gospel of sal-
vation: and where there is no Mel-
chizedek Priesthood, there is no true
Church, and no power that will save
men in the kingdom of God. ;

i, Blessing-twe: We have received the
gift of the Holy Ghost, and we are
entitled to receive the gifts of the Spirit—
those wondrous spiritual endowments
which set us apart from the world and
raise us above carnal things.

The gift of the Holy Ghost is the
right to the constant companionship of
that member of the Godhead based on

ffaithfulness‘ It is the right to_receive
revelation, to see visions, to _be in tune

with the Infinite.

(

John, who held the Priesthood of
Aaron, baptized with water for the re-
mission of sins. Jesus, who was an high
priest forever after the order of Mel-
chizedek, baptized with the Holy Ghost
and with fire.

The Holy Ghost is a revelator; he
bears witness of the Father and the Son,
those Holy Beings whom to know 1s
eternal life. Thus it is that “this greater
priesthood . . . holdeth the key of the
mysteries of the kingdom, even the key
of the knowledge .of God.” (D&C
84:19.) o

The spiritual gifts are the signs
which follow those that believe: they
are the miracles and healings performed
in the name of the Lord Jesus; they in-
clude marvelous outpourings of truth
and light and revelation from God in
heaven to man on earth.

Our revelations say that the Mel-
chizedek Priesthood holds “the keys of
all the spiritual blessings of the church,”
and that all those who hold this holy
order “have.the privilege of receiving
the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven,

Ito have the heavens opened unto.them,

to commune with the general assembly

‘and church of the Firstborn, and- to

‘enjoy the communion and presence of
iGod the Father, and Jesus the mediator
‘of the new covenant.” (D&C 107:18-
19.)

% Blessing thgee: We can be sanctified
by the Spirit, have dross and evil burned
out of us as though by fire, become clean
and spotless, and be fit to dwell with gods
and angels.

The Holy Ghost is the Sanctifier.
Those who magnify their callings in the
priesthood “are sanctified by the Spirit
unto the renewing of their bodies.”
(D&C 84:33.) They are born again; they
become new creatures of the Holy
Ghost; they are alive in Christ.

Of such faithful persons among the
ancients, Alma says: “They were called
‘after this holy order”—that s, they held

‘the Melchizedek Priesthood—*‘and

[they] were sanctified, and their gar-
ments were washed white through the
‘blood of the Lamb. Now they, after be-
ing sanctified by the Holy Ghost, having
their garments made white, being pure
and spotless before God, could not look
upon sin save it were with abhorrence;
and there were many, exceeding great
many, who were made pure and entered
into the rest of the Lord their God.”
(AL 13:11-12.)
tf Blessing fowr: We can stand in the
place and stead of the Lord Jesus Christ
in administering salvation to the children
of men.
He preached the gospel; so can we.
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e spoke by the power of the Holy -

Ghost; so can we. He served as a
missionary; so can we. He went about
doing good; so can we. He performed
the ordinances of salvation: so can we.
He kept the commandments; so can we.
He wrought miracles: such also is our
privilege if we are true and faithful in
all things.

We are his agents; we represent
him; we are expected to do and say
what he would do and say if he per-
sonally were ministering among men at
this time.
= Blessing fiwe: We have power 1o be-
come the sons of God. to be adopted into
the family of the Lord Jesus Christ, (o
have him_as our Father, to be one with
him as he is one with his Father.

“Thou art after the order of him
who was without beginning of days or
end of years, from all eternity to all
eternity,” the Lord said to Adam. “Be-
hold, thou art one in me, a son of God;
and thus may all become my sons.”
(Moses 6:67-68.)

As the sons of God, we also have

_power to advance and progress until we

become “joint-heirs with Christ,” until
we have “conformed to the image™ of
God’s Son, as Paul expressed it. (Rom.
8: 17,29.)

. Blessing six: We can enter into the
/mlumtllul order, the order of eternal
marriage, the order which enables the

Jamily unit 1o continue everlastingly in

celestial glm; Y e 4 1

To gain the highest hww,n and to
enjoy lhe fulness of that light and glory
which comprise eternal li!b. we must
“enter into” that “order of the priest-
hood” which bears the name “the new
and. everlasting covenant of marriage.”
(D&C 131:2; sec also 131:1-4.)

7 Blessing seven: We have power to
govern all things, both temporal and
spiritual, both the kingdoms of the world.
and the elements and storms and powers
of the earth.

With reference to this, our scrip-
tures say: “For God having sworn unto
Enoch and unto his seed with an oath
by himself; that every one being or-
dained after this order and calling
should have power, by faith, to break
mountains, to divide the seas.to.dry.up
waters, to turn them.out of their course:

“To put at defiance the armies of
nations, to divide the earth, to“break

§¢-‘every band, to stand in the presence of

God; to do all things-aceording to his
will, according to his command, subdue
principalities and powers; and this by
the will of the Son of God which was
from before the foundation of the
world.” (Gen. 14:30-31, Inspired Ver-
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sion.)

Indeed, the Melchizedek  Priest-
hood is the very power that Christ
himself will use to govern the nations in
that day when “the kingdoms of this
world are become the kingdoms of our
Lord, and of his Christ; and he shall
reign for ever and ever.” (Rev. 11:15.)

%/ Blessing eight:  We have power,
through the priesthood, to gain eternal
life, the greatest of all the gifts of God.

o +*Eternal life is the name of the kind
#5f life God lives. It consists, first, of the
tlcontinuation of the family unit in
cternity, and second, of an inheritance
pi‘the fulness of the glory of the Father.

All those who receive the Mel-
ﬁthindck Priesthood enter into a
;Lovcnant with the Lord. Each such
upersnn solemnly promlses

I covenant to receive the priest-
i hood;

I covenant to magnify my calling in
lln. pncslhood and

" I covenant to keep the command-
ments, to “live by every word that
' proceedeth forth from the mouth ol"
t God.” (D&C 84:44.)

s

give such faithful persons “all that my

' Father hath,” which is eternal life in 1he

"kmgdom of God. (D&C 84:38; see also
84 33 44.)

*Then the Lord—to show the bind-
ing nature of his promise-—swears with
an oath that the promised reward shall
be obtained.

This oath, as it pertained to the Son
of God himself, is spoken of in these
words: “The Lord hath sworn, and will
not repent, Thou art a priest for ever
after the order .of Melchizedek.” (Ps.
110:4.)

And with reference to all others
who also receive the Melchizedek
Priesthood, the scripture saith: “And all
those who are ordained unto this priest-
hood are made like unto the Son of
God, abiding a priest continually.”
(Heb. 7:3, LV.) That is to say, they will
be kings and priests forever; their
pneslhood will continue to all elermty,
they will have eternal life.

“They are they who are the church
of the Firstborn.

“They are they into whose hands
the Father has given-all things —

“They are they who are priests and
-kings, who have received of his fulness,

and of his glory;.

“And are priests of the Most High,
after the order of Melchizedek. which
was after the order of Enoch, which was
after the order of the Only Begotten
Son.

“Wherefore, as it is written, they

A G G (3 T X PRI

-‘exalted.”
The Lord on his part covenants lo‘

are gods, even the sons of God —

“Wherefore, all things are theirs,
whether life or death, or things present,
or things to come, all are theirs and they
are Christ’s, and Christis God's.” (D&C
76:54-59.)

1 Blessing nime: We have power to
make our calling and election sure, so
that while we yet dwell in mortatity, hav-
ing overcome the world and been true and
faithful in all things, we shall be sealed
up unto eternal life and have the uncon-
ditional promise of eternal life in the
presence of Him whose we are.

Our revelations say: “The more
tsure word of prophecy means a man’s
'knowing that he is sealed up unto
eternal life, by revelation and the spirit
of prophecy. through the power of the

Holy Priesthood.” (D&C 131:5.)

During the latter years of his
ministry, in particular, the Prophet Jo-
seph Smith pleaded fervently with the
Saints to press forward in righteousness
until they made their calling and elec-
tion sure, until they heard the heavenly .
lvoice proclaim: “Son, thou shalt be
(Teachings of the Prophet Jo-
-seph Smith, p. 150.)

He himself became the pattern for
all such attainment in this dispensation,
when the voice from heaven said to
him: “I am the Lord thy God. and will
be with thee even unto the end of the
world, and through all cternity; for ver-
Lily I scal upon you your exaltation, and
‘prepare a throne for you in the
kingdom of my Father, with Abraham
your father.” (D&C 132:49.)

) Blessing tem: We have the power—
and it is our privilege—so to live, that be-
coming pure in heart, we shall see the
[/(u ‘¢ of God while we yet dwell as'mortals
iin a world of sin and sorrow.

This is the crowning blessing of
mortality. It is offered by that God who
is no respecter of persons to all the
faithful in his kingdom.

“Verily. thus saith the Lord: It shall
come to pass that every soul who
' forsaketh his sins and cometh unto me,
,and calleth on my name, and obeyeth
| my voice, and keepeth my command-
{ ments, shall see my face and know that
Jdam.” (D&C 93:1.)

“And again, verily I say unto you
“that it is your privilege, and a promise 1
give unto you that have been ordained
unto this ministry”—he is speaking now
to those who hold the Melchizedek
Priesthood—*that inasmuch as you
strip yourselves from jealousies and
jfears, and humble yourselves before
{me, for ye are not sufficiently humble,
‘ the veil shall be rent and you shall see
me and know that I am—not with the




the cathedral-like vault.

carnal neither natural mind, but with
ithe spiritual. :

: “For no man has seen God at any
dime in the flesh, except quickened by
lthe Spirit of God.

¢ “Neither can any natural man
tabide the presence of God, neither after
ithe carnal mind.

/ “Ye are not able to abide the
i presence of God now, neither the minis-
itering of angels; wherefore, continue in
‘patience until ye are perfected.” (D&C

:67:10-13))

These, then, are the ten blessings of

the priesthood, the Holy Priesthood, after
the order of the Son of God, the priest-
hood which the saints in ancient days
called after Melchizedek to avoid the
too frequent repetition of the name of
Deity.

In this connection, these words
from holy writ are appropriate:

“Now Melchizedek was a man of
faith, who wrought righteousness; and
when a child he feared God, and
stopped the mouths of lions, and
quenched the violence of fire.

“And thus, having been approved
of:God, he was ordained an high priest

Interior, Paris Idaho Tabernacle. One of the finest church interiors ever built by the

after the order of the covenant which
God made with Enoch,

“It being after the order of the Son
of God; which order came, not by man,
nor the will of man; neither by father
nor mother; neither by beginning of
days nor end of years; but of God;

“And it was delivered unto men by
the calling of his own voice, according
to his own will, unto as many as
believed on his name. . ..

“And now, Melchizedek was a
priest of this order; therefore he ob-
tained peace in Salem, and was called
the Prince of peace.

“And his people wrought
righteousness, and obtained heaven,
and sought for the city of Enoch which
God had before taken, separating it
from the earth, having reserved it unto
the latter days, or the end of the world;

“And hath said, and sworn with an
oath, that the heavens and the earth
should come together; and the sons of
God should be tried so as by fire.

“And this Melchizedek, having
thus established righteousness, was
called the king of heaven by his people,
or, in other words, the King of peace.

Latter-day Saints, with white accents brightening

“And he lifted up his voice, and he
blessed Abram. . ..

“And it came to pass, that God
blessed Abram. and gave unto him
riches, and honor, and lands for an
everlasting possession; according to the
covenant which he had made, and ac-
cording to the blessing wherewith Mel-
chizedek had blessed him.” (Gen. .
14:26-29, 33-37,40,1.V.)

Now, my brethren, this is the
priesthood which we hold. It will bless
us as it blessed Melchizedek and
Abraham. The priesthood of Almighty
God is here. The doctrines which we
teach are true, and by obedience to
them we can enjoy the words of eternal
life here and now and be inheritors of
immortal glory hereafter.

I know, and you know, that as the
heavens are above the earth, so are
these truths of which we speak above all
the ways of the world and all the honors
which men can confer.

God grant that we may keep the
commandments and be inheritors of all
that a gracious Lord promises his
people. In the name of Jesus Christ,
amen.
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sovember 28, 1977

Dear Folks my {qugh]("g
Tt sure wos nice to 7o dovn there .nd =¢e ycu foiks and have such a

nice Thanksgiving bholliday. We got howe fine and so did the boys. |1
called the vr. office to see the recults of Jess's xeray ond the girl
who answered gave me this informationi”No evidance of skull abnormality.
no evidauwee of gub=crainal pressure, No evidance of fracture,” I don't
knqq.aﬁy'more about it than thot but it sure sounds good.
P i called the urucgest at Rears .na tolu him that ycu gol the wedicine
via Lvava mot Spripgs - and he Aanpolivized «und saii that if you don't want
the medicine you can return it ana he vill reiwburse youe
/ Cnie brought »dith brek to S rviopville Sunday aight. She had a real
nice time and seew d'hunny.
va, 1've felt kind of sorrowful sinee our talk. 1§ reanlize that you
are genuinn@ly coocerned asbout we. 1| sanpreciate that ana T feel sorry that
you are worried about me. | want to try and set your wmind at ease pew about
mee, Then 1 went on my wissinnll could not_sav that I knew thatﬁg%urch is
o PR o L YNow that as a missionary T would need to hear tesiimony to that
'pffect and =0 T nrayed toat vhen I rad tu‘iquk 20 fovestipateor ia the eye
aid say, "I know the church ia true." T could do so hopnestly and without
telling @ lies A= | was on the train with my first cornamdon poing toa
ward my first assigorent "Yne feeling cawe to me that § could bear testimony
thai the church is true nu not be tellineg o lieg 7T I-Ge not had « reverse
of thut exverience and novw have a much vasterknoxicice of why this church
is the hﬁly ture churgh »n the earth i why i1t is the only oune {i.at F;erares
a nerson for evultations [ susiecct my testiomny IS a= SLFrong as YOUrs.
. “hat do you want me to do to su mort the bretheren more than 1 am? 1 go
xfo chruch, .ay wy tithing, <on't ewoke, urink, use coffe or tea and gdon't
ﬁring_éuke or let ay kids., 1 have a jop in the chruch and hold a temple
reccomend, 1 lésten tc weneral confcrences A® near as A kuow 1'm doing
everything the rrd bet soid unless its not fixing up my nlace enough., 1
even have wy kids nloat a vordem in the fiocower bed to obey the nronhet.
‘@ pay aluost 800,00 a year in budpct an: buldin K fund «nd now *he stake
vres. 4= h as as<ed for $100,70 per fariiy before the end ol the year for
buil  neg fund for *he stakee 1'm willing to coatrivuite the money even
though if vou vere $0 see the enourmous buildings they are building which
cost around a -miilion % vou'd wonder if they needed to he that elabraite,
put I fiecure that is the business for those who are in charge and ngggthe

responsibility and
1 surnort them in it



1 did my four generation sheets and honded them in. %"e have food storage
1 don't play cards, I haven't brokem my temnle conenants ete, 1 don't want
to sound braggy. 1 also hope th)t this does not sound tough or mean or \
. anything like t ate T want my children to be good members of the church
and go on wmissions and marry in the temple. #hat do you want we to do more
or different inorier to nuf your mind at ease? T still think if a wan like
Johnny Hitcheil can't support a bishop when he thinks the bishop is worng
he would be a liar to pretend he could. 1 think it uould be better for
Johnny Mitchell to be a non-nn-bar‘lbf the chruch thamn to be a member and
be a liar, Uur Sacrament meceting speaker last night rointed out that the
' good men of the earth ¢o to the kingoowm like the woon but liars o o the
?iegdou like the =t .rse, I think a man should be abaoult%y honorabe. I
f;el bad that you internret this to =hew that ] am unwilling to sup ort my
pishop, ! feel like the mishop hes a job to do und it in“nacossary that the
ward wember support him in doing that enen though sometimes they woula gdo
it differently, There are some Jiscisions that only the wishop can make
and it is not a question of 8 ward wmewber haveing any place or right to
judge wheather or not it is fricht, 1 do support my biahop in his calling,
1 can't think of any tiwme that 1 have eveyv refused to do anything that my
mighop has asked me 1o do, 1t thienk if & perscn serious’y cuestioned the
moral rightecuanems of aleader he should look into it or resglve it or
something rather than to be a hippocrite . The saviour din't have wuch
zood to say uﬁout hippocrites, A must be honeé}st with myself and my maker,
please don't internret this to meap that 1 think I kmow wore th.m wy ~ishop
or that T 4o mot ushoort him or that I am off the tracks

mow 1 hope you won't worry Bbout te being oul of herowony it the churche
I’mbnure th.t your constant prayer is that T won't get deceived «nd off the
track. 1 can surely use thst kind of prayer in my behalf sinc by chooseing
the Lords nlan in the war in heaven We are all in a position where we could
be wrong. ‘The way to be safe is to give your free agence to =someone else to
tell you wh 't to do and let him forece you hack to heaven like the devil
winted. 1n his plan T would not have had the chkhoce to get deceived for 1
Q%uld nét have had the free agence to choo=e,

mow let me tell you of my prayer for you. 1 don't actvally prayes to
my fhther in leaven for you in this manner because T don't know how much I
couid ask Him to change you énd still be righteouness nd not interfier with
your free .pency but tﬂﬂ/y heart I wish th:t you haud the sawe experience and
joy and knowledge*?or if vou already have ‘hat we could snend nore time

galking ahout it snd rejoycing in the Lord together like ! can with my frienis.).



Let me share my experience with Quu in an attempt to help you under=
stond my feelings and in fff an attempt on av ;ort to be valient in the i
i Ahs Teale .4

-

Testimony of Jesus.(DC 76 s:ys Leliastal people must be valiant){”‘
in about 197071 i rralized thut if 4 were to be able to raise my Ny
children in righteousness I mysell would have to have the help of the

moly Ghost. 1 deceided to put wy life in order so that 1 could have

Him be with we. 1 confessed my sins to the mishop, I read #ll the rasigns

or tried to zet one read befoe the next one came. 1 read the reading
assignment thut accompunied the [amily howe evening course. 1 tried to

think of every thing that the brethern were AbiFd telling me to Jo anu

maké sure that T was doing everytobing, |I rcaily tried for several months,

vne nitht 1 recognized that 1 had etill weakness in my nature or personality
that 1 had tried to repent of and overcome and hzn not b#tn sble to .

Al out two days later 4 talked to Jcan toul=en, Nhe s owkl we the scrintures
sbout the Atonment of Christ and ttat it's not our owon strenght which makes

us abé@t to become perfect because if we get one sin checked off ve have
another s&in in its nl ce but the Spirit buros the dross oLt of you and that
"our hope is in Christ.," That struck me w» th great force and ! knew instantly
thet it was true an@ t nnd sueh hope and such joy. I caﬁe bhome and tried

to Bhare this joy withf# you folks and Bernie,Mom and Pa were staying 'ith

us that winter and ken's sheep were here. This happened ThursdayMarch 2, 1972,
wone of you vere unkind but none jof you were able to resbonﬂ in a way th.t

{ could communicate 'y joy to you. WMinally the next evening I tele honed

vean (she was s8till very 1éttle more than : stranger to me then) .nd told

her of the jov I was feeling but didN®t know if that w.= the - ntism of

the holy Ghost (or the being sorn Again)that she had showed me about in

the scriptures. She tald me there were two pvarts to faith., The feith to
beliefe and the faith to claim the gift., 1 went into the back room aud

prayed with all my soul to my Sovior and Keedeemer. i was filled with the
sSpirit so much that I felt like 1 was burning inside. 1t staved with me

strong like that for 3 days. oun the 2nd day I went to salt Lake ana #ot

Uncle wid and fund Marie and hrought them down to Vrovo »nd #en tock all of

vou to vark City to & funeral. Iremember th:t i wa= so full of that buring
joy that at one place on the way up vrove canyon T had to take a deep hreath(jﬂﬁ@
in order to breath, There are no words to express the joy and the love

1 felt for the Savior, I know that I was led to Jean., 1 have thanked the

Lord thousands of times for leading me to her hecause she kaew ihe scriptures

to shon me th:t turned the key for we. 1 experienced the mighty change of

heart. My desire for learning .nd knosledge was insatiable. 1 wanted to



4

talk to her all the time, ohe could ani&ver so many nuestions and 1
experienced such joy and a witiness of the spnirit of the truthfulness of -
the things L was learnings Une day 1 said to her (because of gdPwing

up next to wellers)' "¥hat should I do if you tell we something dJdiiferent
than the general authorities are telling me?? She said, "Follow Lhe
avthorities, They will never lead you astray."” %gll her excumunnication
was a nightmare and if you are worried about me not Seln; in the church

you probably don't need to worry. The cr;ail came 2Iyoa;a ago when Jean
went threugh hera, The Stake Pres. told.no that nll:in-tructionu were that
when he was finished with Jean he was to invistigate me., T started Lo ery
and said, 7hen you invistipate me please do it ouickly and doa't drag it

on for three monthe like you did with >ister poulsen. WFor the Iirst time.
he softened them, ana said, will 1 think yvyou are wmore repentant th n she.

1 said, "I don't want you to nisteke my tears for rerentances JTt's just
that personalities are different and 1 am wore scared than she is."

Anyway 1 guess 1 nearly got it too and there in!nt.}hing that T know of

that 1 could repent of in fht situation unless it would be of reading

the 2nd greade reader while 4 was in the first grade. If you don't understand
‘that ask Erma about Clive and his 2nd grave teacher, :

- ihen I orayed that speecial night March 3, 1972 1 consecrated ay whole
life and being to the Lord because of my recognization thai without Him

and nis atomement I was nothing and had so chanch of regaining heaven,

ahen vean went through her terriably horrifying Oxperienc; with the comrt
thing you don't meed te thigk that I didn't suffer because I 2as so very
closely involved with hrer., I nuestioned very deeply and oraved and analized
and strugled snd suffereds T dom't knox what vou would ~ant we to do
giffereﬂt. I can not deny what 1 know and have exnerienced. ©f course there
i alwavs the chance of being deceived but the Lord tellé us= to =seek ana ve
will find and He gives us a st odard to. judge ¥ruth by. Moroni says that

it is a= nlain to judge abou and evil as XL/XF/146/££4/ the day from the dark
_ night., Moroni 73115=19 If it is good it leads you to Christ., My association
+ith Jean has done more to lead me to Christ thaon all other church relzited
experiences of mine put together. Also one can judge truth by wheather

or not it foliows the tokens one is given in the temple and by the way

even though the devil can deceive he cannot give you tokena} I do have

a great deal more understand of the temple cerimony thanrl did before and

1 know that we must ‘come to' thoes tokens in this life inﬁrder to have
exultation., My ‘tome to'i mean understand and be endoved “ith“fégree of

snirituslity so that e are talking with tbe Lord through the veil, 1t

doesn®t mean after ve die because e will already be throuch the veil then,



1 know that pernie has .lso felt concern for me and a'out me., ne
has been just preat bless his heart., mne teeats me as a grown neESon
who is old enough to take the responsibility for my own actions. 1 really
love and appreciate him for it, :

A can't begin to exnress to you my joy in the gosnel and the pnlan of
s:lavation and my gratitude to the Lord for increasing my knowiedpge and
understanding, People who say youﬂgsr seek to understand the mystyies
are stateing just the oppositate of what the Lord suys Ln the scrintures.
Dand € 76:5-10  Look up the scrintures that are listed under Mysterics in
the back of ..e DC,

Well it makes me feel bad that there might bn-a difference between us.
! hope that there isn't really because i can see that Zion is one heart and
one mind. 1 can see why Jesus prayed that the neucipien might be one in
Him as e i3 cne in _he Father. YThen T prayed about it before I learned
that instead f w»orring abou! the difference between me and a I should
worry about the (ifference betucen me aund the Lord because whem 1| am the
same as the Lord 2nd Pa is the same as th Lord the Ma znd I will be the =ame.
| Thank you so much for the good background and oreparation you have
given me with your teachings and example., 1 appreciate that and thank the
"~ Lord for yous [ hope you find neace concerning me a:'d that you won't worry,
l sustain vres simbal and tbe authorities in theri call as the constituted
authority te lead the kinkdom of tiod on the earth, Let me know what you
think an! how you feel.

wilmer called and got your number, 1 guess he prubghly has colled you
by now,

The kids wrote to monald, would you please get the address from erma
and forward them to him? i ‘

»~ Thank wrma for the lovely time we had down there, #"e will be looking

foreard to secing you on the 17th,

Love Louise
Py4Se You may read the letters to Ron.
Yesterday it was about 70 !legrees in the house ind shaun took off all his
cloths ex@é@pt his shorts. 1 =aid, "I can't see why Shaun isn't colds I'm
cold #ith my cloths on." Shaun said, "Take them off,"
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Dear Family Melchizedek Priesthood Holders

Although it's difficult to do this, I'm writing this to tell
you that last Sunday (June 4, 1978) I sat across the desk from my
Stake President, Penrod Glazier, as he, with all the power he
could muster, told me that I am in deep water and if-1 don't
discontinue studying with Jean Poulsen, I will find myself where
she is (meaning excommunicated). I haven't studied with her this
week. I am hereby saying that if I can be fed the truth from the
proper channel - priesthood brethren - I will turn from her to you.
I'm not looking for weird far out, off base stuff. I want to
study, discuss, and rejoice in the truths that are outlined by
Bruce R. McConkie in his talk to the priesthood session Sat. Oct.
1, 1977 entitled THE TEN BLESSINGS OF THE PRIESTHOOD. You
Melchizedek Priesthood brethren, please - I'm asking you to please
share these blessings with me. I do share blessing #1 with you.
Please discuss your knowledge and insights and joys in blessings
#2, 3, 4, and 5. For blessing #6 I have the ordinance. What about
that ordinance being sealed by the Holy Spirit of Promise as stated
in D. & C. 132? I'd love for you to feed me with the truth and
knowledge of blessings 7, 8, 9, & 10.

I know that these blessing are available and necessary while
we are yet in the flesh if we are to obtain the fullness of the
Father or Exaltation. 1It's my testimony that we must awaken and
start experiencing and enjoying these blessings now a step at a
time line on line. If you will but do your true priesthood duty by
me I will flow to you without compulsory means as is promised you
in D&C 121:46. If the priesthood will not gather me in and comfort
me and feed me and answer my questions and needs and share with me
the joys available in the gospel then I will go to someone who
will. I don't want to be proud or self righteous or apostate. I
only want to seek and find the blessings my Savior and the Prophet
Joseph Smith died for. I desire that fulfillment more than life

itself. I have already been given the following council: 1.
Follow the brethren. 2. Don't study with Jean. : 1 Raise a
garden. I will comply with that counsel if you brethren will

comply with Elder McConkies talk and share with me. I feel that
this matter is serious and we'd better consider it carefully and
prayerfully and deeply.

If I sin in this, I feel that my sin is in seeking and
finding. If it leads me into error I'll repent on the other side
and then you may have my work done. I prefer the risk involved in
seeking - over the risk of going no where, involved in slumbering.

Some of you will probably be horrified at what you will assume
is the deception I'm in. If so, use the knowledge of God (blessing
#2) that you posses and give me the truth that I am so hungry for.
Before you judge and condemn me, read what the Lord says to you in
the 34th chapter of Ezekiel.

(Over)



The gospel truths that I'm seeking for are a part of my
deepest heart. If I am unable to share them with you then my
conversations with you can only be surface and you don't know me.
The true me is a deep soul longing to be one in Christ as he is one
in the Father. That is not an evil desire and the true me is not
evil.

Moroni 7:14-20 tells us that the way to judge good and evil
is that good brings us to Christ. Using this standard to judge by,
my association with Jean Poulsen has been the best thing in my
life. Can you brethren do as well or better? 1Isn't that what our
whole existence is all about? Remember the Savior told Peter: "If
you love me, feed my sheep." Please don't eat me. Feed me.

Note: The above letter was given by Louise Andrus Knapp to her
family members at the Andrus family reunion in the summer of 1978.

It caused a little stir. The family was concerned. Pa (Ivan
Andrus Sr. living in Lava Hot Springs, Idaho) tried to respond but
was not able to really say much. He was really worried for me,
Louise. A day or two later Pa told me that he had prayed about me
and his answer was "You don't need to worry about Louise. She is
alright." That gave him some comfort temporarily but later he did
not remember the incident and did continue to worry. No one of my
family members were able to give me what I was asking. I'm not
sure if any tried or not. As of Jan. 1994 my family is very
friendly and accepting of me. We do not communicate on the level
asked for in the letter. 1In reality they do not know me.
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I am a rodeo contestant and
racehorse trainer with a horse ranch and nice
house. Need wife or live in girl partner.
Requirements are: LDS or LDS standards,
20-36 vears old; kids no problem. MUST be
nice looking, ciean, neat and good
housekeeper; have good sense of humor and
like horses. Prefer somsone who can ride
and may be able to exercise race horses
(would be helpful but not necessary). Also
someone who is not afraid to go to church
with me. Smokers, drinkers, and honky tonk
girls, don’t apply. If interested call 835-8261
or write P.O. Box 141, Sterling, Utah 84665.

?7 Horse Trainer

(In response to ad of Nov. 20th)

Horses aren’t my longest suit,
but you would soon agree

That I am just as cute and neat
as any girl can be. ;

I clean my house from stem to stern;
I even trim the trees.

And every single joke I tell
is guaranteed to please.

1 have no kids to bother you;
and I don’t smoke or drink,
But, if I went to live with you,
what would your Bishop think?

I’d go to Church on Sunday morn
without a single peep.

I’d only like to know ahead —
Where would you plan to sleep?

Please tell me, Sir, Just what’s your game?
To wed? Tobed? To woo?

Your ad was so unusual . . .
What does that say for you?

I’m well within the age prescribed
and hope this won’t sound coarse,
But, if I don’t quite measure up,
at least you have your horse.

Manti Filly

Cowboy and horse trainer would like to
RETRACT AD FOR WIFE AND LIVE IN GIRL
PARTNER ETC. It turned out as a bad joke and
wasn’t meant to offend anyone. If anybody’s
feelings were hurt, I apologize and plead tem-
porary insanity.




1157 E. 640 S.
Provo, Utah 84601
September 12, 1981

Pres. Harold L. Miller, Jr.
1200 S. Nevada Ave.
Provo, Utah 84601

Dear Pres. Miller,

Sunday, September 6, you interviewed me in regard to a letter you
had received from Elder Mark E. Petersen, wherein he inquired as
to my involvement with the Church of Christ (Patriarchal). You
asked me to write you a letter stating my beliefs. This letter is
in response to that request.

About 12 years ago I began to earnestly seek to have the Holy Ghost
with me in my life. I was led to a woman who showed me the relevant
scriptures and the meaning of the Atonement of Christ. I, for the
first time, understood the Atonement as a personal thing in my 1life.
I understood that our hope is in Christ. I was born of the spirit.
Alma 5:14.

I knelt and prayed the most earnest prayer of my life and consecrated
my life to my Savior recognizing my need for repentance and redemption.
I was filled with his spirit and felt his love and the joy was un-
speakable. This marvelous experience opened up a whole new world to
me which before had been hidden. I rejoiced in the Lord and his truth
so much. I began to study with this friend and gradually others
joined with us. We grew in truth and knowledge and joy.

In September 1975 my friend who brought me to this understanding of
Christ's Atonement was excommunicated from the LDS Church for teaching
false doctrine. The three points of doctrine were: 1) the nature of
prayer or praying to the Father in the name of the Son but recogniz-
ing that Christ becomes our Father when we are adopted unto him through
the rebirth of the spirit. Mosiah 4:1-3 and Mosiah 5:7; 2) the nature
of the Godhead as explained in the 5th Lecture on Faith which used to
be included in the Doctrine and Covenants; 3) she claimed to be

sealed to Joseph Smith. This fits in with the law of adoption which
Joseph Smith taught and practiced. I believe all three of these

points of doctrine to be true as interpreted by her. At that time

it looked as if my membership was in question. If action had been
taken I would have given up my membership rather than deny the things

I know to be true. I want to grow in truth not diminish in it. It

is life eternal to know God and Christ. I started on that path and

I vant to continue, with my knowledge growing brighter and brighter
un*il the perfect day.
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My experience in the LDS Church is that if you are hungry, rather
than feed you, they eat you. Ezekiel 34. If you seek, rather than
allowing that you could find, they label you suspect. If you want
to gather with your friends to study the scriptures, rather than
rejoicing with you in that lovely experience, they accuse you of
being disrespectful of priesthood authority and of breaking temple
covenants. If you understand and can and want to discuss new truth,
you are warned not to delve into the mysteries in spite of the fact
that the scriptures are telling you to seek and understand the
mysteries of God. D&C 107:18-19, 76:5-10, etc. And what would
happen if a group of LDS members gathered together and experienced
an outpouring of the gifts of the spirit? They would be accused of
being in darkness and deception and of being under the influence of
Satan.

So I feel that if a member of the LDS Church grows into greater
faith and begins to learn through the veil as the temple ceremony
shows that a person must, then he is considered suspect and apostate
and is unacceptable. This happened to me and several of my friends.

I believe that Joseph Smith restored the fullness of the Gospel and
that the Presidents of the Church since his time have not improved
upon it. And indeed as the people have wished less and less truth,
have gotten just what they wanted. I believe that at best the LDS
is limiting itself to the preparatory gospel, D&C 84:26-27, and
excommunicates those who begin to grow into the fullness of the
gospel, D&C 84:19-25. I believe the Lord gives his children what
they want. He gave Enoch and his people the laws for a translated
city. They obeyed and were translated as a city. He gave the
children of Israel the same higher laws and they didn't want them
so they got the Law of Moses. Joseph Smith restored the fullness
and the people didn't want it so the Lord gave them less. If, how-
ever, a person wants the blessing, he must be obedient to law upon
which it is predicated. If you want exultation you must live the
fullness of the gospel as restored by Joseph Smith. I believe that
most people didn't and don't want the higher law and more truth.
But I do believe that a just and merciful God will provide a place
for those who do.

My friends who were unacceptable in the LDS Church found the Church

of Christ (Patriarchal) where the doctrines which were labeled false
in the LDS Church were taught as true in their church. The founder

of it claims to have“taken to the Holy City and authorized to function
under Joseph Smith's keys, D&C 90:3, 112:15, 132:7, to lead the people
who so choose to do so in the higher laws which include the law of
consecrati-n, the united order, and the law of plural celestial
marriage. This is to prepare a people to be living the holy order
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of God, to be a holy city to unite with the holy city from heaven
when Christ comes in his glory. Moses 7:61-64. I believe what he
claims is true. If it isn't it ought to be in order for the scrip-
tures to be fulfilled. And so those who want more of God than the
LDS Church wants them to have can have a place provided to grow in
truth.

I believe that there are people who have been cast out from under
the keys of the LDS Church who are God loving, God seeking people
who have keys who are following God's laws and ordinances and God's
truth and are acceptable to and upheld by God in their faith and
actions and are enjoying the gifts of the spirit. And indeed are
the ones who will be prepared to meet him and live with him as
joint heirs.

I have a hunger to grow in the knowledge of God and his redemption.
My friends who joined the Church of Christ (Patriarchal), as well

as some who didn't join, share that same hunger and desire. I re-
ceive the monthly publication from that church and rejoice in the
truth that I read therein. I recognize it because of my own exper-
ience in the goodness and truth of God, as being the truth and it is
powerful and authoritative and I believe it. So I see people like
myself as not being able to be our true selves in the LDS Church

and see the Lord as being a just and merciful God who provides for
the needs of those who love and seek him as I am trying to do.

I do not want to discount the good that the LDS Church is doing even
for my own family. I'm grateful for the good that I and they have
derived from it. At this point in my life however it does not meet
any spiritual need for me. It even lacks the ability to meet my
social need as I can't be my true self without being suspect and
apostate. Therefore I seek outside the LDS Church the association
of my friends in the Church of Christ (Patriarchal) and elsewhere

in order to have my needs met.

I indicated to you that if the decision is to hold court on me for
trial of my membership that I would like you to tell me so I could
save you the trouble by writing you a letter requesting my name be
removed from the records. I said this because I want to be spared
the agony of a "Witch Hunt." However, upon reflecting on our inter-
view I have changed my mind. I don't feel that you will conduct a
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"witch hunt" against me even if you hold a court. I appreciate
your kindness during the interview and admire your good balance
between your bearing your testimony to me of how you see the truth
and your refraining from preaching and lecturing to me.
May the Lord's will be done. Hoping to hear from you soon.

Sincerely,

/‘/’— . Pk
/7‘& O Lol v‘/\’ bl ‘,‘“‘ )
Louise A. Knapp
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‘McConkie Tells
Proper Way
To Worship

By VAL HALE
Herald Staff Writer

Elder Bruce R. McConkie of
the Mormon Church’s Council of
Twelve Apostles warngd BYU
students Tuesday that seeking a
personal relationship with Jesus
Christ can be ‘{impropersand
gperilous ' if other members of
the Godhead are excluded.

McConkie emphasized that
members of the Godhead. con-
sisting of God the Father. Jesus
Christ ‘and the Holy Ghost, can-
not be singled out for ‘‘a special
relationship.”

“The very moment anyune
singles out one member of the
Godhead as the almost sole
recipient of his devotion. to the
exclusion of the others, that is
the moment when spiritual in-
stahility begins to replace sense
and reason,” McConkie said.

The practice of spending long
hours praying for a special
relationship with Christ was also
criticized by McConkie.

“Never, never at any time
have they (the First Presidency
or the Apostles) taught or en-

dorsed the inordinate and in-
temperate zeal that encourages
endless sometimes day-long
prayers, in order to gain a per-
sonal relationship with the
Savior.” he said.

McConkie outlined Mor-
monism’'s doctrine of the
Godhead with 17 principles and
said other beliefs concerning the
Godhead are ‘‘the chief and
greates heresy of Christendom.”

Among the doctrine concepts
McConkie emphasized were:

— The plan of salvation is the
gospel of the Father.

— God was manifesting
himself to the world in Christ.

— Christ proclaims the gospel
of the Father.

According to McConkie,
relationships with each member
of the Godhead are different. He
said the relationship with the
Father is one of parent and child,
while the relationship with the
Son is one of brother or sister in
the pre-mortal life.

@ Our relationship with the
‘Father is supreme paramount.
‘and pre-eminent over all others.™

"McConkie said. ‘He is the God

we worship. It is his gospel that
saves and exalts. He ordained
and established the plan of
salvation.”

McConkie also criticized those

McConkié Advises BYU student.

who purport that God does not
possess all knowledge but is gain-
ing truth and knowledge and will
do so forever.

“These unless they repent.
will live and die weak in the faith
and will fall short on inheriting
what might have been theirs in
eternitv " he said.

15 wrong

But they Shoul(d

> D;,oam:(s on Yyour own level of endow mentl
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Dear President Miller

In Sept. of '82 at your reguest 1 wrote you a letter stateing
my religious beliefs. Because of a talk given by Bruce R. McConket at BYU
on March 2, 1982 L feel 1'd better write you an up-date so there will be no
guestion as to my stand.

In light of the fact trat Elder McConkéé claimes to be an
apostle of the Lord Jesus Christ 1 found his talk to be astonishing . From
the news pape? report I felt his tlak was almost anti-Lhrist. I quickly
obtained a taped copy of his talk and listened to it several times. The
whole talk is not nearly so basg as the newspaper report. In his talk Elder
McConkie makes some powerful and true statements for Christ and then it seems
to me that he contridictes himself and nefgates the postiive things he just said.
1 would therefore like to state my belief on the subject which Elder McConkie
spoke on)namelz "OQur Relationship With The Lord".

As 1 stated in my previous letter, about 12 years ago 1 began
to try to be worthy of haveing the Holy Ghost in my life. Even though I
tried my hardest to be obediant to the things the brethern were telling
us to do such as geneology, years supply, family home evening, study, etc.
I did not get the holy rhost in any increased degree in my life. Then I
realized I just couldn't be that good. One night I said, "Heavenly Father,
I am trying my hardest and I can't be worthy. There is no hope for me."
With—in the week my friend showed me the scriptures about our fallen nature
and our need for Christ «nd His atonement and the role of the Holy Ghost
to burn the dross out of us because we cannot be worthy on our own but need
need a Savior to save us. And the all important words, "Our Hope is in Christ."

,g_ﬂe me the Key to getting the Holy Yhost in my life,x The key
to the whole gospel is Vhrist and Hi and our repentance that we

might be born again. Mosiah 27:24-31. John 3:2-8 Alma 5: 12-14

The next night on March 3, 1972 1 prayed with all my soul and
commited my life to Christ. Later ad I looked back on it I realized that
although * addrssed my prayer to the Yather, it was Christ to wisdssh whom 1
was speaking. I know that was the right thing to do. I thanked Christ for
His suffering for my sins. 1 asked Him for a foregivness of them. |
committed my lofe iu.gjmf I had realized that 1 was lost and fallen with no
hope without HimV yﬁ”the promise of eternal life because of im-and His
atonement. 1 promised Him that 4+ would sacrifice anything and everything
forBHim. (Little di ,l realize at,that time that that would be the church
which #¥15- i¥sel’ s 4me )" At that point 1 was filled with the
Holy Ghost. That was the event in my life that wroght a mighty change in
my heart. Alma 5:12.It brought me to a begining of a personal relathionship
with Christ. I wouldn't trade that experience for all other things in my
life for not until then had * actually set my foot on the PALA straight and
narrow path 2 N, 31:13-21 .

My greatest desire in this world is to increase in the heighth,
depth, breadth, intensity and totality of my personal realtionship with
Christ until! * become one in Him as he is one in is father. John 144@ 20.
D&C 35:2, 88:50 Romans 8:8-10 etc.




daw

1 di take strong opposition to Elder Mc“onkies comments against
day-long prayers as a means of pursueing a personal relationship toChirist.
Fnos did it. I believe “od was pdeased thereby. At least He gave L“nos
a remission of his sins because of iF. 1 belmbeve that Goq/%boph h? ak%.4kaK
Father and the Son,would be pleased if all of us were t s ;
and—dedicated. 1 do not ﬁbelieve that people who show that much zeal J&ALcﬁtlb
are self righteous but rather recognize theri need and imprefections.

When they find Christ and establish a telationship with Him they don't
take the credit unto themselves but are like Lehi who told his son

Jacob "Wherefore I know that thor; art redeemed because of the righteous-
ness of thy Redeemer;" 2 MNephi 2:3, Peonle can ohly get this experience
though a broken heart and a contrite spirit. If they seem seif righteous
it is because of the joy in the Lord they feel and those who haven't
experienced the same fe-birth of the spitit can't understand it because
they themselves do not have the spirit and so mis-judge the feelings

of the person who has sought and obtained the relationship with Christ.

In my pursuit of a personal relationship with “hrist I am not
excluding the other members of the “odhead because in 746¥a the only to
worship or know them is through Christ who is THE wAY. John said that
Christ is the one who baptizes with fire and the Holy Ghost John 1:28
(A1l Bible ref. are from the inspired version.) The only way to have
experience with the Holy Yhost is by coming to “hrist who then in return
gives us the Holy “host. We cannot go to the Father except through
Christ as Christ is the intrecessor and advacot with the Father and in
our fallen state we have no claim on Christ's Father except Christ bring
us back through His mediation and Atonment., Heb. 7:24 To try to circumvent
Christ on the way to the Father is an eternal impossibality. Becaus e
of the true nature of the Godhead one must cernter himself in Christ.
Christ is the Father and the Son. Alma 11 28-38 and Mosiah lszl-é. 088 § g i
of the reasons that Abinidi was martered was because he «4he€ "God e,éi%M;L
Father of all theing,". Mosiah 7 :26-28, We must be adopted to Christ
and become his sons and daughters. Mosiah 7:5 Eph. 1:5 Gal 4:6 LG 3?“«
Christ is the one in whom dwells the fullness of the Godhead bodily. Col. 2:8-9
and In Himg all the fullness dwells. Col K{ 1:19. If we want to work
the works of God we are to believe on Him whom ile sent. John 6:28-29,
Thug in worshiping Christ we do not subtract fromf the Father but verily
we add to Him and buy worshiping Christ we behave in the only way we
should inorder for the Father to accomplish His work and His glory i#

our bqb 1f,, & Pur purseuite of a deeper and deper personal re;ation-
ship®is e only way we can give power, honor and glory to the “ather.
1 John 2:23 1 John 4:12-16 2 John 1:9 The father, Son and foly

Ghost are one Y%od and Christ is the Mey to the Godhead for us. 2 N 31:21
3 N 11:36 3 Nephi 28:10:11

In 1979 1 was sturggling to know God's will concernign the eerse
course of life I was pursueing in my relaionnship with Him. I was faceing
a lot of poopposition from others because of my chosen course. This was
the answer to my prayers. "If you are ashamed to claim Me now, I will
be ashamed to claim you before the Father."

It is my fervent hope and prayer that I will be valiant in the
testimony of Jesus, DC76:51,79,82 :




If my above stated views are contrﬁhto the view of the Brethern and the
doctrine of the church then T1'd like my name removed from the rolls of the
church because I do not want to give support to ancg?gghization which
will not give support to me in pursueing my relationship with Christ, Christ
said "Come unto me". I want to do just that. :

WAL 1128

Proor to this * felt no inclination to discourage my children from ¥
participating in the LDS church becaue 1 realize the need for religious
training and of—eeourse Bernie has stronﬁallegance to the church and would
ofcourse oppose my tak eing them elsewhere for training. 1 had felt that
the training they have been getting in the chruch was fif¢ a good preparation
for theml feel that it was good for me in years past. “he “pril 1982
issue of TH& Friend is &8 devoted to the message of Christ and His mission.
I think that is great. I hope that direction continues. I fear that now
that Elder McConkie has made such a strong statement the emphises with be
remeoved from Christ and thus the true pictue of the gospel destorted.

My greatest desire for my role in the lives of children it to help them
increse their faith inthe Lord Yesus Christ. I intend to continue to

theeh them of Christ and try to éﬂﬂﬁ them increase their knowledge of,, f4m
faith in and love for their Savior. “opefully that practice will not

of fend anvone or step on dnyones toes for Christ said, "Suffer the little
Children to dome unto me and forbie them not for of shcu is the kindgom of
héd¥¢én. God. Luke 18:16,

I want to be like Nephi who said "And we talk of Christ, we rejoice
in Christ, we preach of Christ, we prophesy of Christ and we write according
to our prophecies, that our children may knowlwhat source they may look
for a remmission of their sins. 2 N 25:26.
I know that the mission of a ttrue prophet is to cry repentance to
the people to bring them to Christ in repentance. That is the message of
all the scriptures. We must realize that the church (even the true church)
is not Yod and is not supposed to be a susstute for God . Bt/ Y#AX€xF/ The
church is not a ticket to he ven but rather is to be an aid to teach the
people of Christ and to bring”to Christ who through his meidation and
atomement is the ticket to heaven.
Let it hereby be known that I take a stand for a personal realthionship ' %
with Christ for the purpose of becomeing one with Him and the ;nséudsigﬁ oJ““JLA"i”ff,
<A

L
v

Foehe Father, Son and Holy Ghost whieh ‘26 One “od. I desire to praise His holdy Rind
name in devotiona%xworship now and forever more, 3 N (:3é o4& 20°27, 352
Mang Vhdr SLELAE TR/ TH st
4415 p Sincerely
M ’Zl)f" A < 1:\/./,4/’

‘Louise Knapp



1157 E. 640 -So.
Provo, Utah 84601
March: 1i;, 1982

Pres. Harold 1L.. Miller, Jr.
1200 S. Nevada Ave.
Provo, Utah 84601

Dear President Miller,

In Sept. of '8l at your request I wrote you a letter stating
my religious beliefs. Because of a talk given by Bruce R. McConkie
at BYU on March 2, 1982 I feel 1'd better write you an up-date so
there will be no question as to my stand.

In light of the fact that Elder McConkie claims to be an
apostle of the Lord Jesus Christ I found his talk to be astonishing.
From the newspaper report I felt his talk was almost anti-Christ.

I quickly obtained a taped copy of his talk and listened to it sev-
eral times. The whole talk is not nearly so bad as the newspaper
report. In his talk Elder McConkie makes some powerful and true
staements for Christ and then it seems to me that he contradicts
himself and negates the positive things he just said. I would
therefore like to state my belief on the subject which Elder
McConkie spoke on, namely, "Our Relationship With The Lord."

As I stated in my previous letter, about 12 years ago I began
to try to be worthy of having the Holy Ghost in my life. Even
though I tried my hardest to be obedient to the things the brethren
were telling us to do such as genealogy, years supply, family home
evening, study, etc. I did not get the Holy Ghost in any increased
degree in my life. Then I realized I just couldn't be that good.
One night I said, "Heavenly Father, I am trying my hardest and I
can't be worthy. There is no hope for me." Within the week my
friend showed me the scriptures about our fallen nature and our
need for Christ and His atonement and the role of the Holy Ghost
to burn the dross out of us because we cannot be worthy on our own
but need a Savior to save us. And the all important words, "Our
Hope is in Christ," gave me the Key to getting the Holy Ghost in my
life (Moroni 7:41). The key to the whole gospel is Christ and His
atonement and our repentance that we might be born again. Mosiah
27:24=31, John 3:2=8, Alma 5:12-14.

The next night on March 3, 1972 I prayed with all my soul and
commited my life to Christ. Later as I looked back on it I realized
that although I addressed my prayer to the Father, it was Christ to
whom I was speaking. I know that was the right thing to do. I
thanked Christ for His suffering for my sins. I asked Him for a
forgiveness of them. I committed my life to Him. I had realized
that I was lost and fallen with no hope without Him but with Him
had the promise of eternal life because of His atonement. I
promised Him that I would sacrifice anything and everything for



Pres. Harold L. Miller, Jr.
March 11, 1982
Page two

Him. (Little did I realize at that time that that would be the
church which claims to be His Only True Church.) At that point

I was filled with the Holy Ghost. That was the event in my life
that wrought a mighty change in my heart. Alma 5:12. It brought

me to a beginning of a personal relationship with Christ. I
wouldn't trade that experience for all other things in my life for
not until then had I actually set my foot on the straight and narrow
path. - 2Ng 3l:13=2]1.

My greatest desire in this world is to increase in the heighth,
depth, breadth, intensity and totality of my personal relationship
with Christ until I become one in Him as he is one in His father.
John 14:20. D&C 35:2.  88:50. Romans B8:8~-10 etc.

I take strong opposition to Elder McConkie's comments against
day-long prayers as a means of pursuing a personal relationship to
Christ. Enos did it. I believe God was pleased thereby. At least
He gave Enos a remission of his sins because of it. I believe that
God, both the Father and the Son, would be pleased if all of us were
seeking Him that much. I do not believe that people who show that
much dedication are self righteous but rather recognize their need
and imperfections. When they find Christ and establish a relation-
ship with Him they don't take the credit unto themselves but are
like Lehi who told his son Jacob "Wherefore I know that thou art
redeemed because of the righteousness of thy Redeemer;" 2 Nephi 2:3.
People can only get this experience through a broken heart and a
contrite spirit. If they seem self righteous it is because of the
joy in the Lord they feel and those who haven't experienced the
same re-birth of the spirit can't understand it because they them-
selves do not have the spirit and so mis-judge the feelings of the
person who has sought and obtained the relationship with Christ.

In my pursuit of a personal relationship with Christ I am not
excluding the other members of the Godhead because in fact the only
way to worship or know them is through Christ who is THE WAY. John
said that Christ is the one who baptizes with fire and the Holy
Ghost John 1:28 (All Bible ref. are from the inspired version.)
The only way to have experience with the Holy Ghost is by coming
to Christ who then in return gives us the Holy Ghost. We cannot
go to the Father except through Christ as Christ is the intercessor
and advocate with the Father and in our fallen state we have no
claim on Christ's Father except Christ bring us back through His
mediation and Atonement. Heb. 7:24. To try to circumvent Christ
on the way to the Father is an eternal impossibility. Because
Christ is the Father and the Son. Alma 11:28-38 and Mosiah 15:1-4.
One of the reasons that Abinidi was martered was because he said
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Christ was the God the Father of all things." Mosiah 7:26-28.

We must be adopted to Christ and become his sons and daughters.
Mosiah 7:5 Eph. 1:5 Gal 4:6 D&C 39:4. Christ is the one in whom
dwells the fullness of the Godhead bodily. Col. 2:8-9 and in Him
all the fullness dwells. Col 1:19. If we want to work the works
of God we are to believe on Him whom He sent. John 6:28-29. Thus
in worshipping Christ we do not subtract from the Father but verily
we add to Him and by worshipping Christ we behave in the only way
we should in order for the Father to accomplish His work and His
glory in our behalf. Our pursuit of a deeper and deeper personal
relationship with Christ is the only way we can give power, honor
and glory to the Father. 1 John 2:23 1 John 4:12-126 2 'John 1:9
The Father, Son and Holy Ghost are one God and Christ is the Key
to the Godhead for us. 2 N 31:21 3N 11:36 3 N 28:10:11.

In 1979 I was struggling to know God's will concerning the
course of life I was pursuing in my relationship with Him. I was
facing alot of opposition from others because of my chosen course.
This was the answer to my prayers. "If you are ashamed to claim Me
now, I will be ashamed to claim you before the Father."

It is my fervent hope and prayer that I will be valiant in the
testimony of Jesus. D&C 76:51,79,82

If my above stated view are contrary to the view of the
Brethern and the doctrine of the church then I'd like my name
removed from the rolls of the church because I do not want to )
give support to a church organization which will not give support
to me in pursuing my relationship with Christ. Christ said "Come
anto me."” (MatE. 11:28) I want to do just that.

Prior to this I felt no inclination to discourage my children
from participating in the LDS church because I realize the need
for religious training and Bernie has strong allegiance to the
church and would of course oppose my taking them elsewhere for
training. I had felt that the training they have been getting in
the church was a good preparation for them. I feel that it was
good for me in years past. The April 1982 issue of The Friend is
devoted to the message of Christ and His mission. I think that is
great. I hope that direction continues. I fear that now that
Elder McConkie has made such a strong statement the emphasis will
be removed from Christ and thus the true picture of the gospel
distorted. My greatest desire for my role in the lives of children
is to help them increase their faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. I
intend to continue to teach them of Christ and try to help them
increase their knowledge of, faith in, and love for their Savior.
Hopefully that practice will not offend anyone or step on anyone's
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toes for Christ said, "Suffer the littee children to come unto me
and forbid them not for of such is the kingdom of God. Luke 18:16.

I want to be like Nephi who said "And we talk of Christ, we
rejoice in Christ, we preach of Christ, we prophesy of Christ and
we write according to our prophecies, that our children may know
to what source they may look for a remission of their sins. 2 N 25:26.

I know that the mission of a true prophet is to cry repentance
to the people to bring them to Christ in repentance. That is the
message of all the scriptures. We must realize that the church
(even the true church) is not God and is not supposed to be a
substitute for God. The church is not a ticket to heaven but
rather is to be an aid to teach the people of Christ and to bring
them to Christ who through his mediation and atonement is the ticket
to heaven.

Let it hereby be known that I take a stand for a personal relation-
ship with Christ for the purpose of becoming one with Him and in-

cluding the whole Godhead. For the Father, Son and Holy Ghost are
one God. I desire to praise His holy name in devotional, personal

and intimate worship now and forever more. 3 N 11:36 D&C 20:28,
BibieDis

Sincerely,

P A
oK prreral /(,/;»\;zf’fp

Louise Knapp
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PROVO UTAH STAKE
March 11, 1982

Louise Knapp
1157 East 640 South
Provo, UT 84601

Dear Sister Knapp:

Pursuant to our recent conversation, I hereby invite you to
appear before, a high council court on Wednesday, 17 March 1982.
The court will be convened at 8:30 P.M. in the high council room
at the stake center, 1315 East 900 South. The specific charge
to be considered is that of apostasy. You should feel free to
bring with you any witnesses in your behalf,

In order to assure accuracy of the court records, the proceedings will
be tape-recorded; The recording will be retained as part of the
confidential records of the court. No other recording should be

made nor should copies of the transcript of the court proceedings

be released to other than the Office of the First Presidency.

Should you have any objection to the use of a tape recorder, please
notify me in writing prior to the court. The same is true should you
have any objections to the personnel of the court. Also, should

you be unable to attend, I would appreciate your notifying me in advance.

Sincerely,

HarolNd L. Miller, Jr.
e President

HLM:el
cc: Bishop E. Max Raisor



Dear Family

On Sat. the i%&h of March We plan to move the things out of
Edith's house. We've deceided to have a garage sale and sell her
things and give the money to Mom to help pay for Pa's medical
expenses. We will probably hold the garage sale on March 27.

Any member of the family who are interested in haveing some of

Edith's things may come ahead of the grage sale and have first

pick but should plan to pay a little for what they get. The

fabric should probably sell for a couple of dollare a yard. Maybe

$1.00 a yvard would be enough. Anyone who wants to,may come anytime they
wish to see what they want to buy. If any of —you-want to come on

the 20th with a truck or van to help haul the stuff from Springville

to your own place if you buy it or to my place so I can sell it

it would bhe avpprec iated.

”

/7

eyt

;‘)&5"‘»{ -, J(

Dear Family

May Stake Pres. is going to hold a church court on me on

March 17, 1982, The court will start at 8:00 pm. They have scheudaled
90 min. for it. After it the Stake Pres. will talk to the kids in

his office. After that the “ishop will come home with us to help

the kids with any QUestions etc. 1T feel like the meeting at home

has the potential of being a very spiritual experience and one of
bringing us all closter to the Lord and to each other. All of you

or any of you are welcome to come if you feel like it.

I am not ashamed of my beliefs which seem to be the problem
with the church. 1T'd rectler have pe@dple onenly discuess theri feelings
and my feelings with me than to whisper as though 1 were guilty of
adultry which I am not.

Don't feel pbligated to come. Do feel welcome if that is the
thing you'd like to do.

Pleasedon't pray that I won't be excumminated. Rather pray
that the Lord's will be done and that we all draw closer to Him

because of it.
5
%\W"Q
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Louise Knapp
1157 East 640 South
Provo, UT 84601

Dear Sister Knapp:

The decision of the high council court held in your behalf on Wednesday,
17 March 1982, was that you be excommunicated from the Church for reason
of apostasy, The policy of the Church regarding an excommunicated
individual is as follows:

A person who is excommunicated is no longer a member of the
Church. As long as he is out of the Church, all privileges
of membership are denied, including the wearing of temple

garments and the payment of tithing and other contributions.

However, excommunicated individuals may, if they so desire,
make such payments through a member of their immediate
family who is in full standing in the Church, provided that
all receipts are written in the name of the family member.

In general an excommunicated person is treated as any other
nonmember, He is not entitled to speak or offer a public
prayer, partake of the sacrament, sustain or vote against
Church officers, participate in any way if in attendance

at priesthood meetings, hold a temple recommend, hold any
office in the Church, or attend any meeting of Church officers.
Excommunicated persons may, however, attend meetings in he
consolidated meeting schedule, and public conference sessions,
if their conduct is orderly. But they may not take any

active part in such meetings.

An excommunicated person should be encouraged to repent and
live the gospel standards to prepare himself for baptism.

It is my sincere hope that future circumstances will permit your
reentry into the Church. In the meantime, you have my earmest pledge



to be of assistance in any way which you or your family may request.

I have great regard for you and for the qualities which you represent,
particularly in your role as mother. I can only hope that the further
experiences of life will reduce the distance between you and the
Church, particularly as it is felt at the level of the heart.

Yours faithfully,

Haryld L., MIller, Jr.
e President

HLM:el
cc: Bishop E. Max Raisor



May 10. 1982
Dear President Millar

1 aporeciate your pledge of help and support for me and my family.

I feel you are sixcire and so I feel free to take you up on your offer.
5 mv

The trust' between Bernie&is low. “pperaently he can't trust me and
after two specefic experiences I can't trust him. The first thing hanpened
in Idaho when we received sev eral thousnad dollars from sale of our
place in Provo. He secereted the money away. Even though legaly it was
half mine, in fact 1 had no access to it. I don't know where it is or if
there is any or how to get any of it or how he has spent it. Maybe he
has spent it for our mutual well being and in the same way I would have
if I had been consulted.

I can understand that #hen several of my friends joined another
church Bernie was afraid that I might run away and steal his money. 1
don't however think that gives him the right to steal mine. %o when we
moved to Provo I suggested that we get a trust and my intention was that
we mutually agree on how we would like our estate to be handled and where
we would like it to go. He gave me the impression he was not interested.
He just recently told me that he has a trust for his porperty. JIf ¥A£L LAlddht
A/ A EX Both experiences were a hurtful blow to me.

I feel that he views the dgtate, properity, ernings etc. to be histery
own only and that any benifit 1 get is out of the generousity of his patients
and long suffering.

I'm not complaining about ¥YAf/M€ how he has spent any money. For
all 1 know he has spent it for out mutual benifit. Of course on the ohter
hand maybe he hasn't I don't know. Legaly and moraly the money is also
mine. The actual fact is I have been defruaded out of it. The laws there—
fore are nct good enough insurance for me. My concern ifs for the future.
I am afraid that in his heart he wants to defruad me of my rightful share
of the properity unless I renounce my religious beliefs. I am the victium
of subtle and infe¢dious religious persecution. My future finantial security
is in deep jepordy. What is to stop him from dcvtorgbing me in 20 years from
now after drawing allthe assesets into his trust or into wherever he put
the money in Idaho and leaving me penneyless and with no home when I am
too old to have any earning power?

If 1 hadn't married I would have had the same potential to obtain an
estate as Bernie has. My bearing him 9 children and careing for them through
theme years with very little time off ought to be of some worth. After 14
years of marriage his feeling was that I had come to the marriage with a car
and if I left the marriage 4 could leave with a car.

If he feels in his heart that everything is his then he will feel
justified in takeing measures to ensure that he is in control such as putting
assetts into his trust or some'hing and thus legaly but immoraly cutting me
out. If it is his attitude that he can rightfully cut me out, he will
instil that value into i€ our children and I'll have no% place to tf¥n turn
and they will all msay it is my own fault and I deserve it for being disobe

iant,

Imd‘on't know. I have no way of knowing. W
S ~



0o Our constitution gaurentees that we won(t be discriminited against
because of religious beliefs. I don't want to need to take things to court.
THAL/%4€¥ In court no matter who wins we both loose.

I can see why he would want to protect his money and future but I can't
see why he wouldn't want to allow me the same privledge. Even in a parteer-
ship with a stranger when the partnership is desolved each partner takes his
fair share. One partner doesn't get the whole thing just because he doesn't
like the religious beliefs of the other partner. :

So T feel I need a third party to help me determine if Bernie feels
that % of the estate and everything is rightfully mine. , I don't mesjust
that he agrees that the law says the husband and wifeﬁﬂhth sig@ the deed.
I want to know if kn his heart he feels that I truely and rightfully do
deserve and will get my rithtful half regradless of race, color, creed, or
religious belief,

If he feels that it is his and I get to share in it only as I
conform to his wishes and beliefs then I want to know the stand of the LDS
church in the matter. How would a man need to deal with his partner
in order to rightly say ke is honedt ¥ifX in his busniness dealings so
that he can hold a temple recommend.

I need to know where I stand s%*g can determin if I need to go my

2 : & :
own senarate direction and attempt to nantial future for myself,
T recent, orught o Trast Mmyse/é & need  f Know ow Tp preceed.

I am not trying to make an enemy of Bernie. I'd much rather have him
I'd like you to help me determine which he is in reguard to
this matter. I don't think I can afford to ignore the problem and hope
that all will turn out a fair and eguatable manner ui?h ou? the.prope?
effort now. A close and intimate relationship cannot coexist with mistrust

so 1 feel it is in the best interest of both of us to get this out in the
onen and deal with it and see if it can be be reconciled in a mutually setdi

satisfactory manner,

for a friend.

I hope to hear from you soon,

Thank You “incerely

Lewica (. Firape
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Come back

The voice on the other end of the tele-
phone relayed a simple message: “I’'m going
to baptize my wife and children in two weeks,
and we’d like you to be there.”

After years of absentee membership in
the Church, the man was returning to full
activity, and was bringing with him his entire

family into the Church. Where once only a

name appeared on the ward’s membership
rolls, now an entire family was attending
‘meetings, participating in the gospel, and be-
ing fellowshipped by ward members.

Hundreds of times each year this scene is
repeated in meetinghouses Churchwide. For
a variety of reasons, individuals suddenly are
touched by the Spirit and become deter-
mined to get themselves back into full gospel
activity. They have received the sweet whi-
sperings of the Spirit in their lives and wish
to share that joy with others and to feast
again with the saints. Their activity in the
gospel helps others, and gives new meanings
to the phrase “gospel in action.”

Where once there were hard feelings or
darkness, now the bright light of etfernity
shines in the hearts of the returning Latter-
day Saint. Where once bitterness or hurt
feelings crowded out the Light of Christ, now

the Spirit of our Father in Heaven burns __ attempt to return to activi

brightly, blotting out all but a w
regain the peace the gospel brings.

Shortly after becoming president of the
Church, President Ezra Taft Benson and his
counselors in the First Presidency issued an
invitation to the less active to return to full
fellowship in the gospel:

“We are aware of some who are less ac-
tive, of others who have become critical and
are prone to find fault, and of those who
have been disfellowshipped or excommuni-
cated because of serious transgressions.

“To all such we reach out in love. . . .
We encourage members to forgive those who
may have wronged them. To those who have
ceased activity and to those who have be-
come critical we say, “Come back. Come
back and feast at the table of the Lord, and
taste again the sweet and satisfying fmzts of
fellowship with the saints.

“We are confident that many have

longed to return, but have felt awkward

about doing so. We assure you that you will
find open arms to receive you and willing
hands to assist you.”

young couple |
ty....I slipped out o

Those who have transgressed can find

many scriptural references that will comfort =

them and impel them to move forward into
total and continuing repentance. President
Spencer W. Kimball related this example

“I had just finished performing the holy
ordinance in the temple wherein a dehghtful

and started
down the hall, and I was startled when some-
one grasped my left arm. As I turned around,
Isaw a woman . . . who had a pleading look in
her eyes. “Do you remember me?”’

She was intently looking to see if I would
recognize her ... I had to admit with some
embarrassment: “‘I'm sorry.”

To my surprise she whispered with deep
feeling: “I am glad you do not remember me.
I was afraid you would. If you can forget me
and my transgression, I have the hope that
my Father in heaven may forget.” (Mzmcle of
Forgiveness p 342)

To many returning members, that first
step through the meetinghouse doors ap-
pears as frightening as anything they have
done in their lives. What awaits them may
well determine if they succeed or not in their

0 ose gr in gos-
pel truths, it becomes inherent to ease the
burden on the returning members, to hold
out a hand of friendship and love, to guide
them across the chasm of unbelief until their
footing is firmly planted on solid soil again.
The Savior has said as much:

“Come to me all ye that are heavy laden
and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon
you, and learn of me; for I am meek and
lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest in your
souls. For my yoke 1s easy and my burden is
light.” (Matt. 11:28-30)

As we welcome back the less-active, it
behooves us to remember our own halting
first steps in the gospel.

We too walked slowly, with trepidation,
until — with growth and maturity, time and
sure-footedness — we were able to lengthen
our stride. Now, on solid ground, we stand
ready to assist others.

The invitation from the First Presidency
remains as valid today -as when it was first

issued more than five years ago — “Come
a& Come back and feast at the table of the

A THOUGHT FROM THE SCRIPTURES

Remember the worth of souls is great in the sight
of God;

For, behold, the Lord your Redeemer suffered
death in the flesh; wherefore he suffered the pain of
all men, that all men might repent and ecome unto
him.

And he hath risen again from the dead, that he
might bring all men unte him, on conditions of
repentance.

And how great is his joy in the soul that repenteth!
— D&C 18:10-13
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“There is a way [to return to faith] — for surely
prophets do not teach in vain,” Elder F. Burton
Howard of the First Quorum of the Seventy said at
October 1986 general conference.

“And just as surely, the Lord hears the prayers of
teachers and leaders and parents who pray for the
return of those who are lost.

« . .All who are shepherds and all lost sheep
should note this one last thing. The Lord really
meant it when he said, ‘He who has repented of his
sms,thesamexsforngen,andl,thel.ordrmnember
them no more (D&C 58:42)." ” .
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Temples like ‘no other places in world’

B Following are excerpts from ad-
dresses delivered by General Authori-
ties, general auxiliary presidencies and
the Alberta Temple president during
the rededication of the Alberta Temple
June 22-24,

“There are no other places in the
world where our thoughts are lifted to
such spiritual heights as they are in the
tranquility of the temple. . . . It is clear
from the teachings of Joseph Smith
that the place of the temple in the
Church is very significant. Temples are
necessary for the Lord to reveal to His
children the ordinances of His house,
the glories of His kingdom. The temple
is the place where one takes his bearing
on the universe.” — President Howard
W. Hunter

“What a privilege to be in the house
of the Lord. I bear witness that the or-

dinances performed in this house are
sacred ordinances. . . . May we find our
way home through the rest of our lives

to that home where there will be no
parting.” — Elder Boyd K. Packer

“We should not be surprised . . . that
as the Church membership increases,
so does temple building. Think of it.
Spiritual power is generated within
temple walls and sent out to bless the
world. As we attend temple dedications
and regular sessions to serve those who
have gone on before us, participate
personally in sacred ordinances, pon-
der, pray and meditate, we, too help in
generating spiritual power for our-
selves and the world. Temple atten-
dance will have an impact for good on
all members.” — Elder Marvin J.
Ashton

“Take advantage of this temple as of-
ten as you can. When you get to other
parts of the world, you see what people
are willing to do to get to a temple of
the Lord.” — Elder M. Russell Ballard

“We are so pleased to see so many

youth in the temple today. Keep the
memories of this day.... What cove-
nants of priceless worth we receive in
the temple. I pray that we may come to
the temple frequently. I solemnly tes-
tify that the work of temples, for the
living and the dead, is absolutely essen-
tial. . . .’ — Elder Richard G. Scott

“The Lord’s plan comprehends all
people, in all periods of time, in all
places. As we rededicate this temple,
we make it available again . . . to under-
take the ministry of carrying the plan
of life and salvation to all those who
have ever lived on the earth. There is
no place ... where God’s plan for His
children is more explicitly taught than
in the temple. When we come here, we
should come with a deep sense of
thanksgiving, a sense of gratitude.” —
Elder Dean L. Larsen

“The temple is the most effective
place on earth to prepare ourselves, to
qualify ourselves, to have our burdens

lifted. We are strengthened and re-
newed in the temple. I testify there is a
God in heaven and this is His house. He
will bless us as we come here. — Elder
H. Burke Peterson

“Eternal family units are formed in
the temple, where the sacred sealing
keys are exercised. In the holy temple
we make sacred covenants and partake
of sacred ordinances. They go togeth-
er.” — Elder Alexander B. Morrison

“All of the work in the temple is to
help people find that great road to eter-
nal life — and to take it.” — Roy R.
Spackman, temple president

“Here in the house of the Lord we
experience the sanctifying process of
casting off the world.” — Sister Elaine
L. Jack

“In the temple, my soul has found
peace concerning questions for which
my mind had no answers.” — Sister Ar-
deth G. Kapp '
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Aug. 3, 1991
Dear Mom,

Sorry to be so long in answering vour letter. I have known
I owed vou one but have been reluctant to answer vour last one.
I guess I am kind of like vyou. I hate to say things that cause
disagreement or show that I might have a different idea than vou.
When I first got vyouwr letter, I felt a lot of pain. I have had
vears and years of pain over the fact that I know that what I am
doing is the course I must pursue and vet knowing it causes the

family to be hurt. At one time a few vears ago after I was
excomnunicated, I was talking to the stake president. He asked
if he could wave a magic wand for me what would I ask for. I
said that I would have him fix it so that what I do would not
cause pain to my family. I have since come to realize that in
my wish I was taking responsibility where I shouldn™t. I am
pressing forward in the truth. My family is responsible for

finding its own truth and peace.

I believe it probably was kind of hard for vou to write me
that letter. Mavbe I am wrong. At any rate as I thought about
it I had to really smile with Jjoy to think that you would have
the courage to stand up for vow conviction and the courage to
write to me about it  and tell me to get back into the church. I
am proud of you for doing it. I am sorry that my situation
causes vou hurt. I do however feel that I row owe it to vou to
bear yvou my witness. E

I know that I am right for where I want to go and Ffor the
reward I want to receive. Ilwould be in deep grieving {(and was
at one time) for the rest of yvou who are not moving along with me
but I came to realize that the rest of vou don®t want what I
want . Each person says he wants exaltation but that means
different things to different people. To some people it means to
be together with their family and not have any weeds or misguotes

or  drought or sickness or pain, and live in harmony with the
chuwch leaders. Those who want that will get that. I+ that is
what you want, vou will have it. You will even be able to

associate with me even though I am out of the chuwrch. D % C
1E20: 2 says, "And the same sociality which exists among us  here
will exist among us there, only it will be coupled with eternal
glory, which glory we do not now enjov.” I wvou want to
associate with me here or have sociality with me here, youw can
have the same sociality with me there only coupled with glorv.

It is false doctrine to gay that if vou are not &ll in  the
church  vou will rnot see sach other. The scripture says in DEC
131, 1. In the celestial glory there are three heavens or
degress; 2. And in order to obtain the highest., a man must enter
into this order of the priesthood Dmeaning the new and
everlasting covenant of marriagel; 3. And if he does not, he
cannot obtain it. 4. He may enter into the octher but that is

the end of his kingdom; he cannot have an increase.

Bo  the fact is that if vou miss the new and everlasting
caovenant of marriage vou are deprived of having spirit
children. It doesn™t mean vyou won’t have the sociality of the



people vou knew here.

The thing that I want is “plained in  the 7th lecturs on
faith. (By the way the lectures on faith used to be included in
the DOCTRINE AND COVENANTS. They were taken out. I think that
is very sad.) It says that the saints are assimilated into the
being of Christ through the spirit. I want that. I strive for

that. I exercise my faith for that. I know that I am on the
right path for that. I know that that can only be accomplished

by my yvielding to Christ who is the mediator of the covenant. He
must write that covenant in me by writing his law in my heart and
inward parts. Jer. 34:34 D & C 45:1-9. 7&6:51-70, It says
here in Sec. 74167 that the celestial are those who have come to
an innumerable company of angels, to the general assembly and
church of Enoch and of the Firstborn. Joseph organized 3
churches. 0One was the outer church or The Church of Jesus Christ
of Latter-day Saints. That was for people to join  and begin to
learn the gospel and begin to understand the New and Everlasting
Covenant. He also organized the church of Enoch  and the churc

ot the Firstborn. The latter two are mentioned in D. %2 .
76367, Most people don®t want the latter two churches. They are
enteraed into through endowment through Christ as He mediates the

covenant in them. In section 10:467-468 it savs, &7 . Eehold
this is my doctrine - whosoever repenteth and cometh unto me, the
game is my church. &3, Whosoever declareth more or less than
thiz, the same is not of me, but is against me; theretore he is

not  of my church.” When I was called to trial there was never
any guestion asked of me aboat my repentance and coming unto the
lord or about His being my mediator. I was only asked about the
brethren and their kevs and my loyalty to the arm of flesh. The
church or brethren didn't die for me. They didn't pay for  omy
sins, They can™t mediate the covenant in ma. They can®t endow
ma into  the church of Enoch or the Firstbhorn. They cannot exalt
me. They cannot assimilate me into the being of Christ. So vou
sa@ the church has no further kevs to help me now. I have bssn
blessed by the church and its kevs. The church has  truth and
kevs. It does not have all that Joseph restored. The church
pushed me to a place where I had to choose between the Lord and
His covenant and them and their establishment. I Felt like i+ 1
had made the different choice from what I did, it would have been
death for me. The person I had become would have ceased to
@xist, I mould not have faced my maker and would have warnted the
rocks to fall on me and hide me from Him and mvseld forever.

I hope this can give vou some unders anding and comfort. I
am  swre vou have felt I was deceived and  that I was Blindly

tfollowing Jean and  that I would end up in  some awful, terrible,

it

=3

o

lonely hell. Rest assured none of those thinas vou fear ars
correct. I believe that I will continue faithful and that I will
get the total at-one-ment with Christ that I desire. I know For
an absolute swrety that I started on that path on March 4, 1972.
The Lord is the redesmer. Evern His true chwroh is not the
FEedesmner . His true chwroh is to show its members who the hrus

S I will be thrilled when family members can tell me
the date they know they started on the path of redemption
through the atonement. It is the most jovous event accessible

H




to mankind. It is the reason for existence. It is the plan. It
is the good news. It is the message of the scriptures. It is
all valuable and I would not change my experience with it for two
mamberships in the church.

I should mention here that Jean also is not my redeemear .
She, like the church, camnot do for wkat the Lord alone can
do for me. I do acknowledge however that she has been a great

teacher to me. She has a relentless guest for the knowledge of
God. She is puwrsuing the same path of redemption that I desire.
I do want sociality with her both here and here after because I
believe that she will be one with Christ. In addition to the

sociality of my family here, I crave the sociality of those who
crave the socilaity of God the Father and his Son Jesus Christ.
I krnow that this situation has been wvery hard for you. I
doubt if you know how much pain I have suffered over it. It is
not in my nature to hurt people. I  an sorry that you and the
family have been huwt. I appreciate the love and acceptance yvou

have all extended to me. I and my family are looking forward to
the family reunion. If vou had dispwned me, we would have had a
different sociality here and it would have been sad. Thank vou

for vou love and concern. I love yvou too and hope and pray for
vouwr happiness. I have not broken oy temple covenants that I
made with the Lord. I pray that I may always do His will. I

nope that vou can see that in the big pictwe the guestion is
not how much we will be with each other but rather how much we
will be with ouwr Heavenly father and His family.

God bless us all. £

Lova

Loulse

FP. 5.

We had a wonderful church history trip. The reason we went was
because of an edperience I had while in Chesterfield last
summer. It was on Jess® birthday, June 12 1990, I was reading

&0 4. My praver: "Lord, I give my life to yvou. What would vou
have me do day by day?"

Answer: "Build personal relationships with vow children. Build
faith in Me in them. Youwr desire to take them to the o &
church history trip is a righteous one. Bs firm  in it and work
with all vouw might to accomplish it and I will wond o and
open the way for vou. Consider it a mission  and "
+or the benefit of the faith and testimony of vouwr
sacrifice is too great to make For Me  in their

children need to know and appreciate their heritage.

.
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Make throuoh preparation before band and trust  in Me. I+
vzttt 1l work hard and not bree didle 1711 open the wav. Make it &

family project and get the co-operation of yvour husband and
children. This can be a great blessing to vour family. Now go
forward with faith and joy and determination and hard work. Smen.
We had a wonderful experisnces. Doug and Audresy fruly wesre a
blessing to ow  family. I think the Lord asanswered oy pray
through them and Fim and Marcie letting us use thesir van.
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I stumble on my words with you especially because | ask who am I to tell you anything. | certainly do noi
think that | can tell you anything that will change your beliefs and choices. | do not seek to do such. But
| do desire to tell you a little about how | feel and why you were missed at the temple.

I have been lost, in varying degrees, probably more than half of my life. 1 look up to you in so many
ways. You are so Christ-like in your love and life that | hope I can be like you some day as | become more
like the Savior. |see you as a leader among the faithful. Your faith is great. Your kindness keeps this
family together. | am sure you have some weaknesses that | can aspire to confront.

| believe | am a member of the true church, the only true church of Jesus Christ in these latter days. |
believe in the divinity of the Book of Mormon, and in Joseph Smith as a prophet of God. 1am so
thankful for the blessings of the church and for many other great blessings God has given to me in this
life. | have been blessed just as you have been blessed in so many ways.

I am thankful to be a part of this wonderful family of yours. Lisa is a true love of my life, a partner and
companion that lifts me up and makes me want to be a better person. | could not imagine ever being a
part of such a faithful family filled with a testimony of truth and light. Can words really describe how |
feel? One thing remains certain, the family misses their mother in many ways. Not to fail to mention,
Bernie is a good man, quiet, pensive, and caring. |1 am sure he misses sharing life here to its fullest with
you.

Coming unto Christ, | have been so blessed to be the grateful recipient of a modern-day miracle.
Nothing short, all credit and praises to a loving God and Savior. My faith has grown and continues to do
so according to my works. The Holy Ghost leads me to learn and correct my errors in thought and deed.
Pride is leaving me as | seek to destroy it for the deadly sin it is upon me. Pride, like other sins, chain
and bind us to the adversary.

Louise, with the admiration | have for you, you have been a source of some doubt in my life, a weakness
in my faith. | certainly do not feel like you owe me any explanation and | do not want one. Certainly, |
am not casting any blame; | take full responsibility for my choices. Yet, | wonder “How can a very
intelligent person who is loving, kind, faithful, believing in Christ, having served a mission, living with a
testimony of Joseph Smith, being righteous in her actions, and raising such a wonderful family CHOOSE
to be a non-member of the true church unless there is a possibility it was not?” Something must be
wrong. Well, maybe it is not her choice. Others must be keeping her back. What force could possibly
be keeping this amazing person from these blessings in this life?

| do not understand your choice. | do not judge you. Absolutely, | want you to know that | do not look
down on you in any way. | do not pity you. However, | love you. | miss you being a part of this faithful
family in this life. How wonderful it would be to have you at the sealing for Lisa and I. How wonderful it
would be to learn from you sharing in temple experiences. How marvelous it would be to embrace in
the celestial room knowing that we have a hope in Christ as we help each other endure to the end
together as a family as God, our Father in Heaven, intended.

1 am a baby on the path of learning, growing, and developing in God’s love. | know you have much to
share in terms of love and leadership. | pray that one day soon, God’s love will pour down upon you and
embrace you as it has me. | hope the intricacies of semantics and understanding may be resolved in the
next life, while you share the blessings of membership in the Lord’s church in this one, if you so choose.

el
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Sept. 2%; 06
aph?
Dear John,q’r }

Thank you for your thoughtful letter of care and concern. I appreciate the kind
things you said about me.

Thank you for the invitation to attend your temple wedding in June of 07. I
remember when I was with you and Lisa in New Jersey just over 20 years ago
when you got married. You told me then that you planned on going to the temple
in a year and you at that time invited me to go to the temple with you the following
year. I came home and called the Stake President who ex-communicated me and
talked it over with him. It seemed apparent that I would not be able to go with
you.

I appreciate your invitation, your testimony, your concern, and your courage to
reach out to me and to share your feelings with me.

Of course you are not the first one who has questioned me about why I can’t or
won’t get back in the church. My family, my brothers, my friends, bishops, and
there was even a neighbor who stood on the side walk and condemned me and told
me the repent.

I have tried many times to explain my position. No one has ever been able to really
understand. I guess the closest would be Joseph, who after an uninterupted 6
hours of questioning me on the drive from Cuve Fort, WY to Salt Lake City
airport, began to see my position. He doesn’t agree with me but at least I think he
could see where I was coming from. It seems that no one who has questioned me
has ever been able to accept that my stance is valid.

I do believe that Gordon B. Hinkley has the right to be President of the church and
that the church is true. I believe though that by it’s very nature the church is an
organization for this world and operates in the preparatory gospel as indicated in
D&C 84 and 107. I believe it’s purpose is to preach the gospel and bring people
to Christ. At some point in a person’s progression the Church should allow one to
have one’s personal relationship with Christ. Christ is the redeemer - not the
church. The church has a role and I am grateful for the role it has played in my
life and the role it is playing in your life.



I do have a testimony of the truthfulness of Joseph Smith restoring the gospel and
bringing the Book of Mormon to us. I know them to be true more now than ever.

I of course would love to be in the temple with my family on their special
occasions. I have missed many sessions when my kids went for their first time for
the endowment and for weddings. Ilove family gatherings, special occasions, and
spiritual events. Ilove the temple ceremony and the truth of what it symbolizes. I
understand it more now than when I was stili allowed to attend.

I was ex-communicated for apostasy defined as: “You don’t believe that President
Kimbeall (of course now it would be President Hinkley) is the only man on the
earth with all of the keys and the sole person through whom the Lord speaks to the
people” With that definition I plead guilty. I think there are people like Billy
Graham who speak to the people for the Lord. I don’t think they have the fullness
that Joseph Smith restored. I also know for a fact that the Lord speaks to me for
my own personal spiritual growth even with my being outside of the church.

So it was about belief. I can not repent of something I sincerely believe. I can
repent of sin. Sin is something I am doing wrong. I cannot repent of something
that I turely believe.

Any way I do believe that the President of the church has the right to preside over
the church and that the Lord directs him in the affairs of the church. Ibelieve
however that in a person’s progress into sanctification Moses 6:58-62, one must
develop a relationship with the Redeemer as his God and the church should rejoice
and encourage that and no longer take the role as though it were God. The church
did not die for me. The church did not pay for my sins. The church did not suffer
in the garden and on the cross for me. The church did not fill me with His spirit
when I came to my event of a broken heart and a contrite spirit. The church is to
teach me of these truths and not usurp them.

aﬂ‘('
I have no resentfoward the church or it’s leaders. I have no hard feelings. Ijust
can’t honestly answer the interview questions. I feel that I am put in a position of
compromising my integrity. I feel like the brethren are requiring my covenant to
be with them instead of with the Lord.

Believe me, I have struggled with this problem. When I was going through it
years ago sometimes I was in so much pain I thought my unborn child might have
birth defects.



I pled with the Lord and said, ”What is my sin that makes everyone so upset with
me?” 1 reflected on my actions and I knew I had only been seeking and finding
truth i.e. the knowledge of the atonement and of Christ’s love for me and the truths
of the restored gospel and of Joseph Smith and what he really brought back to the
earth.

I said, “Lord I am just seeking you. What should I do?” My answer was, “If you
are ashamed to claim me now, I will be ashamed to claim you before the father”.

I would prefer to be in good with the Lord and the Father than anyone else.
I doubt that this will resolve any thing for you. I do believe however that in the
next world it will all be resolved. I am taking the course I feel I must take in order

to be true to my covenant with the Lord.

Well, thanks for reading all this. God bless you. I am thankful for the miracle in
your life. Iknow it is a blessing for you and your family.

Love Louise
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