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Fres. Spencer W. Kimball 
LDS Church Office Building -
Salt Lake City, Utah 84110 

Dear Pres. Kimball.; 

,J00,n Pratt Poulae.."'l 
.5§1-S. 880 W. 
Orem, Utah 84057 
July 12, 19?6 

I have fasted for many days hoping t..h.at you 'WiJJ. with optm mind 
hoar ey plea. 'I respect your a.ut.horl ty and the keys of the kingdom 
which you hold with all my heart~ve always a:\;.tested to. that fa.ct 
and always "fill. • 1 

\ 
I have delayed writing th.ts letter because I tricl to resolve 

my problem on a local level, but every avenue has been closed to me 
or blocked by nzy-form.er stales president, Richard .A. C<-...ll. He has -
threatened with excol'll!llunication or otharwiso intimidated. my fr:i.ends 
iri his stake who could testify for me.. Every other person that 
could testify out of his s't,,"7.lm he has had accused and i.'1vestigated. 
unt:U they are all so intimidated, that there is no hope for redi•ass 
anywhere but to you. • 

. • I would not wen now bothGr you with this m!'.tter, G.nd would let it_ 
rest :in the ha..'"ldG _ of the Lo1-d who I knaw· judges ,dth equity and t.ru:tl1J 
end searches the reigns a...¥)_d the hear.ts of the people, but I f·0el e. 
great concer.n .for the more $'pirltnru and. s~elr..ing wora.en of tltls Church 
·whoso hungry plea :for .something more in eearch or a deeper flii th is met 
on every h.Ql.d •with :fear and SUSJ.'.>ici<m• ss though it were a threat to 
the presiding authority's priesthood. . 

It is my observation that women are na.t.urally mora scpirl tuaJ. and 
seeking than men-they have .a spiritual hu.ngor which (most) ''l."len do no4.; 
have-and that is only natural because their sacrifice is grea.tor. 
There :ls no uso on the pa:t•t of' tho men to try to surpl:lass this ng,tur.e.l 
need iri(r women by cohtro]Jt or oompulsiont or dominion, O!' villificati(,n 
because they w.U1 i""lnd a it~ataccmbtt in which t.o !?H~et t-ogethcr, if need. 
be, in oxder to satiafy·their spiritual noeds. 

1.11 tho t-ro111en that I studi«l with, es far as I kn.ew, were true 
and i'nithi'ul. in keeping tho co1rr.-ru,,..nd111ent3, r-,.nd I wyself lmow of' no 
commandment that I havo evor b:rokeno Pll my life. I have been ea.gel'" 
and d:ilig-tm.t in :ib:~~;:. tho priesthood has asked of mo.- I hava 
1:x:n:nG ray fait..h.M husband t.tm children, sev-an of' \rhom aro sonE:i, and 
together ·we in our f'a.mil.y have striven in crvery ·way to do, end ba, 
!!1 til8.t an exemplary LDS f&i.mil.y should be. • Our ei'forto have borne 



fruit ru'.ld of these seven aons, all but one hn~ ed. t.her flllo:l An honor-
al:ile mission ol" intends to do so. Our seventh child (a son) is presenUy ' 
Assista.rr'c. to th~ President of the IW.y Padova ?:r.iusion,.· Our tJ:D.rric<l 
children are m:agnifying the Lord e.c they, by C}u1.stmna, will br"lng us • .i,•' 
twenty grandchildren, a.11 :in swan ye,.ars tim.o., 

·I havo tried with g,1ory ottnco of energy :in my soul to keep my 
temple covenarrt.s. espocia!J.y the ono ~bout defending a...'11.d L':)holding 

the Church and kingd.om oi' God on th0 oortht and sovcn.·t>J. of 111..y i:rl(n1.d11 
are still in tha Church today because of lily undioing efforts to convlnce 
them. tlmt this Church is true. I believe my .50 years of fruits in this 

• Church 'ff.ill bear' me out :u1 this. It irc;' a sbock beyond belief to havo 
all this S't.l.C.d(;1rily t.."wept .!':t->nay by a suspicious ,u1d a.ccusixig stake preside.nt., 

I have had a fervant belie£'t.h&t i.f' tmy of' us lack wiodom. (even ma) 
or havo an honest contra.diction in our :rninds~ we can ask of God a.11.d he 
w.Ul givo to us liberally e.nd 'l.rpbrtid not, and I st-ill belirrve it, as I 
ha.ve put it to the test many times~ It ir:: because I have put this to 
tho test that I rur1. m.tre and sat:i.~fied :L."1 yr;y oim convictions.. I cl;;,im 
these com1?-ct.ions as my own., I have nc,ver ta:ug...ht, them in tmy publ:i.c 
place no1~ do I intend t.o, but I cle.:bn tho privileg€) of my own belie,fs 
ll.J1d the p1--otection o:t the p:i.'iesthood., 8.:nd the constituticmll in hf.i:ving 
than and stati.ng the;m, to my i'l."ienda as long as they a.1~ not :u1surrec""' 
tional... , 

,, lt. is because_ ..1. never state.d them in arrs public plae:e 9 but f $1 t 
perfectly f'ree i...'11 the. Lo:t'tl I s Cl:1urch i'oundod. as it is on f:n:;(3 agency, 
to state them. "t-!} my f'ri0nd.s, that I was accu.sed of' Hhold:L.1.g eecrot. 
meetingsF a:nd~ performing secret o:rtlirw.nces 11 etc .. , c/we II Th:1.G could 
not. be t1.11y i°a1"ther from tho trutJ1 as the t.0stimony of 1rry i'.1:1.e:nds ,rho 

,1e1·0 tJ.101"0 would bear out. 

I hr.1i--e always believedt and hav-e tat1.ght 1uy ch:1J.dren to bolicrvop 
t..h.at when we ra.:ieed. our arm to su~tain om .. p!'1.e::rthood bret.hre:n~ wo 
we:r.e 1u.a1dng a. covena."lt with God to fide'' whR.t -they told u.s to d~., rr 
we did that, t.hey would!", 1.n turn., sum.a.:i.n tw :'in \-;hat I consider t:> be 
my most irwJ.ianahle right c..nd priviJ.cg(:;, a:nd. thfd:, :i.s to twckt to :-.,t.ud.y• 
to quetit:ton, to bol:i.Hvo S..,"1d to e.sseb.ble with nv fr1.rnds to st.ate n1y 
beliefs; r.nd to bo n.~eo from per·secution for hai.d.ng demo jr.ot tbd: . ., 

I riev·er hf!.d to be told to keep t.his coxmn9,ndm<:,nts; to st:ndy tho 
actlptu:res., to pray-I did i. t €'..limys with glud,.i.ess and joy :L'rl the 
tiword)t. 

It is p:rcc1.t,ely bocauso I a,vid my frl.ends have done -t1rl.s that we 
e.ro very strong in our own :tnd:l.vldut'.ll i'ai th, a:nd OUi' own i.n::1.1:v:'Ldctill 
con:vict:i.o:ns. We each 1 .. espect tho otJn,rs i'or the:tr 01:m fai tl1 and 
eo.rrviotions and. t.he integri1rty oi' their mm lit:11rts.. Th.is i:ndividual 
strength in tho Lord hc.s been m1scrmstru.ed by 1:10;:;i,:11 ( ,-:ho I btuit1vo s.ro 
insocuro in their priesthood) a~ a lack oi' 11::'espect for authorl.tyH. 



We lovo to nmet togGtho:r of'ton to dii::;cuos ?ur c;lndne~s and faith, 
our hope snd knowledge in the gospel, but ov.r vol':), strengt.tl and securl.ty 
has been reacted to by some as n throat to priesthood e.uthorltyf an ., .. •. 
insurgent cult,p and they have treated it irlt.h m.1spic:lon, fea1~ and fores, 
accusation, threat$ ll.nd Yillif1cation, o..s tho'U{"J1 we ·were imeudos to b~ 
destroyed bocause of o'\lr f'Aith and integrity of thought. m1d rnir:d., Th0sy 
are esped.illy fea,:-ful of this kind. of strength and i.ndcpendonce in a -
wo1nan and have used the power of tl1air ofi'ice against us .. 

-, he:__ 
I ba1ie-v8 this is why Pres. CalJ. did not illow 1'.110,\}?:t:1.vilege of an 

intervlew with him (although. both I an my husband as.'l{od :for it) until 
one week befo:i.•o ,ho eJ::communica.ted ne., a.nd tl1en it ·Has on1y bocs:uso rr:, 
husband i..'!'l;:;istoo. oi1 it. This meeti.'1.g i;;as nothiri..g but. a shou:t.inr; 1:Iatc...'l 
"vrhoro the devil who is the llaccuser 0 reigned.· fr.r t.'0.i::; tim1;; r:1;7 reputa
tion ·Has ruined by the fr.ltd, irre&-pons:Uile arid flag:t.\Ult o.ll0gations he 
bad a.lready marla about mo to many people, includ:'mg most of tho lli:::hops. 
I had nzy ·•,rnry first ·h1tc1"View wlth viy Bishop, Cr<.!ig G .. lfa;yficld, last 
-wec#.-t0:.1 mor.tths af-'cer w:y (3!XC01m.:::u ... '1ication., :r we.s nevm:- nskc.-d by ~12.::::£12£ 
befo:re the r1ight of ray exccmnrn.mieatio:n to cease r.10crling uith lrr:l,,' iriands, 
Ol" to cease discussing my .fa.ith.. I.f Pros .. Call t(;'J.ls you othe:t.JiSGp 
he is liei11g.. My h'V..sbar,d ir-.111 bear m0 out il:1 all of tho ~bt.rvae 

As I told. P:res .. (',._ill in ou:i:' :f'ixut and. (mly :i.nte1"",ricr-v1 the tmck before 
111.y eo::communication, I do not believe &nycm.e in thitJ Church who is not in 
th.Gil" stet·nu:-dshiu 0.$._'1 ever rcceivei a :.~evolution for a-nvbody elt;c~ an.d I ... ~~ . •"-r_J· (,. ,;, 

have never att{;:i.0pM to :rece:d.-v-c a l'.'cvelation for s,n;gbotly else as again 
the test:1.trmny cf' mJ'--a.~socin:tof;'> v-'i11 bca1~ cut .. 

-•.• I x·ecognizo the nero £0:t'. (~:X:COrtJL'l.Tu'UCations, but don & t JvU -'chi.LU{ they 
should be for bx·0aki11g -tha co1Rua..1101.1ents and not :ten.· getting together to 
:;;tudy and discusr; our scriptu:r·os and otU' own fa.itl17 A:x·e we :not fY'eE, 
m-cy111ore to meet, to study, to pray, to inquire of the Lord e.bcru:I:-,"·1~ir: 
gos-pel? Hust ue live in ter1 ... or Ji! of our own p1'1.osthood ts"utJ10:rity • 
accusing us becattse wo ha.ve in.a.de tha mistake- oi' stating om· Olill itd th 
to ou:i.~ ftif.m.dsi 

:C •wis,.'1 1.dth all my hc.urt to be a mc1.11bor oi' this Chu.roh, but I must 
li..ave th.c azs--.:1.ranco thv.t I formo:r-1.y had, that, uy px1.ostlrnod bretln.'en id.ll 
reS"_;,ect. ?!;.;l intt~g:c·ii..7 of tl1i:rncht. and speech as a i'a.ithi"tiLp consci0n(1ious, 
C..-otl-fca:r'ing fi'0e D{~ent the.t is e,ccountablo t.) God and not -'co t.liff1 for 
ray beliefs. What I have snid are my be:!.i<',fs., Pr~s~ Cn,ll Hill toll you 
that I •1ho.YO no :rcsp0ot for priesthood tiutho:rity 11 ~ hut 1 have tric.d with 
&ll tho ~/l:.r.ongt11. of· r,;;y t:ctl (which I do ndJJut is very ::.t;rong beCl'-..uso I 
havo mF,tlo e, very gr-vat sr,c::df~lc(> for uhat i'e.ith I have) ·t,o i1how that I 
do respoct thc.::11~ :li' they ir.1. turn. w:ill respe~l~ me as & f1·00 11.gen·c,=,-ono 
o:t tl1e lll:i. tile ones :fo:r whOlll Christ. aloo tl.i.eJff., 
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l: had ru1 open and i'r1.enc11.y (and to mo) complotely :satisfy:i.n~ '\'1sit 
with Eld.er Petersen 8nd I roolly respected him for his non-~ccusing 
spirit" but. it came b.l'.l.ck to me later, along with many. otl1t:ir allegations, 
that I was 0 even dcf'ia.nt, to an ttpot.tl.e .. 0 

··--....... 

'lbere is an abttndm1ce o:f cvrrespondenc0 in Elder Petersen w s off-lea 
with rega:i:d to this ui.atte:r a.long with one short tapo nhich I rnado, s.nd 
a short tane vihich one of the woman ·who studied td th. me lu.ade.. I hope 
you or Elder Petersen (or both) can :find tho tirue to he.ar theF;O tapes. 

Au I said on the tape, I hope that tha inquisitional. ts'lctics tlmt 
were used against r.heresyft in the Catholic Chu.rch do not f':i.nd tJwir imy 
into Godrs Church. I hope that we as the comnont lily people {es,,:ieoially 
u01n0n) sti.ll have some irsdivi.dual :rights. I wonder if' th.ere :ts still 
in God's Church r1 "Bal/a.nee oi' auti1writy ru'l.d individunl. rielrts 11.. I 
ho-pe that.: . 

,, 

- "Prlost.hood is a b:rot..½.erhood, e..ntl in its ope:rationtt the hig}1est 
capacities of' man (and I hopt) 1wm.en)-his capacity to be spiri .... 
tual, must be '.t'espected and enli;i,rged,. Leaders :inv:ite~ pe:rsu.;;1.dei 
enco1U:age, and. :recommend in a t'>_pi1-lt. of gentle.aess and m00knoss .. 
Members :t"'e;:.pon.d f:t--eoly as the spirit guid.q~s.. Only this kind o:r 
response has moral veJ.ue., kn act is mor.,).l only ii" it c::,:y.ir,o:sses 
tJ.1e char2-cter and clisposi-tion of the p01~~;on, that is if it a:risos 

• out of' f!Li th, kniYVi10'Jges love 2nd religiol.lZ intent.. Fear P ... nd 
force have rs.o place in the ld..·o.gdoni because they do riot prcih:.co 
I110ra.l act:i.ons-and are oontrm:"'J t-0 Go1i a gi.:ft of f"l~ee ageucy,.n 

I believe I esr1 1>.1aki11g this plea on behalf of the nbu.se.d and aecus~tl 
women of· th:i.s Church and. on behalf 0£ the ss<.!red principle o:t :fre.e 
ag\:' .. n.cy, which I believe I was valiant for in tho prc ... 0xistanc~., . 

I GZnbeace the present opportun:tty to aga.i.n as I did in ·~~ trial 
(and if it is not :Ln the t:ra:tiscrint it is because it has b0B11 t,"Q:t\p~red 
with) to st..ato publicity nry-most, sineore reg:r•et if' I ho.yo ever sa:ld. s,:n;y.,. 
thing that would tend to 1ea.d P .. nybod.y a:,fay from. t.he t:.ruth~ l!y 1;hola 
pury.H'..tSO h.f;tS tiJ:wa.ys been to reini'oroe this Chu:coh and kingdom. of' God 011. 
tho cs,.irth,. 

I beg your- forgivene!"s if I have sotmded aggrossiva or de±':b-.1."1t; 
but :tf I had bee.:.'1. tre.ated at anytime vrlth tho gen:tJ..en0ss a.nd mcelmess, 
long sul'i'ering a.."ld lo"tre u:nfeigmxl that tho 3.21st. Section m.iggests. I 
would ncnror h.ave felt tho :necessity to bi£) t.h:Ls de:fenr;i V<.>; or dof'iant .. 
:r know that we 1:1.ust emulate the ge~tJ.eno$r/aud tnoeknosa of' Ch:tist s::"tnc.0 
he stands at tho hoad of this ChUl'oh,. 

P1·ea .. Kiro.bill, :C beg of you to hea:r this, tny final r.nd .fonru.·J. 
appeal f'or reLnstatei.nent .. 

., .• ' 
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' 

S-lnce :C hav·o bt7ten linked by accusa tflon with. these other women 
(and tho bonds of :frlondship have become stronger mil..y beer.use 
of' l:Uco persecutions ra:th.or than by like beliefs) I am in effect· 
taki.ng up their csuae by sending you a' letter wrl tts.n by one of 
the:!n. PlE,aae tell ma how it is possible to get excol!lmunicated 
with a. test.ilnony like that f , 

! 
'l 
I 

co:- Elder Peter6an ! 

_ Pre$.'· Call 
BishcJp Hnyfield 

-__ ti shop Ha. tch 
}'.>.res" Sl:nt."l!Hay 

u 
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--~~-, :& 
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You asked me what I wollld do if I were in your nlace. This is an attemnt 
to answer that. 

I would reali7.e that our sorjurn on earth is a continueation oM the war in 
heaven where we are choosein~ wherther t~ he on the side of Christ and freeagency 
or on the side of satan and force ( for what ever ~ood reason even to forde 
neonle to he good and do ri~ht so that not one would he lost}. I would realize 
that e\}en though God wanted everyone to return to him he wanted somethin~ even 
more and that was that every one he tozally free to choose so that those who did 
make it would have had the freedom to ex,,erience the opposiates all along the 
way so that th~v,cot1ld stand in the truth rather than have it imnosed on them 
externally ~":it,u.i' 4 tl.a,i havti'11 i t writ ten on theri hearts and inward parts by God 
himself. l would know that this wa~ so impo:ttant to God that he was willing: to 
~ive His only Tie~otton Son that everyone miKht he free. I would know that Christ 
was willin~ to give his life and pay for my sins that freeap:ency mil!;ht be ,:i:aurenteed. 

I worild know that on one end of th~ scale is fallen man who is an enemy to 
r.od. On the other end ()f the 0 SC:

0~l~ is reedeemed,man who is one with God. Tm 
mans fallen state he h.&- preceves God according to his own limitations. Or he 
Creates God in his own ima~e and then p:oes about worshininp: that image with all 
his mi~ht. In many cases he trys to imnose that ima~e of uod on others thinking 
he is doin11: God a service. As man nrogresses in his endowment or moves along 
the scale from fallen man to reedeemed man he is growing in the knowledge of God 
until sometime he will see God as He is for he will be like him. {V\oi,-o>, i 7."&./i) 

If I were in the fallen or carnal state I would hear God say to Eve, "Thy 
desire shall he to thy husband and he shall rule over the." and I would miss 
internurted it and think that God said instead, ''Adam I command the that thou 
shalt rule over Eve and that thou shalt maki her d~cisions and that shalt im
nose them on her and that thou shalt dfftJivifhy superion· manhood by subjectinp; 
her to thy rule."and then i would oongratulate myself for being so Godly and 
thus I would be following Satans plan exactly in that I would be forceing some 
one and then thkeing the ho~or unto myself. 

If I were in the fallen or carnal state I would read the "Peacemaker" and 
thnik it ~ave me licence to treat my wife as thou~h she were nronerty with 
no feelin~s and no rights and that I could use or abuse or buy or sell or 
i~nore,rtrample her under my feet because ehe was my prooerity and I could 
do with her as T nleased. 

If I were in my fall or carnal state I would experience the enemeity hctween 
man and woman that occored i~ the fall such as i reco~nize there is an e2metity 
hetween man and beast. My devine nature would be trying to peek out 1 and iove 
and care for her and feel drawn to her but my fallen nature would rear up in its 
enemetity toward her and I w·uld feel at war with her especially when f~rmy 
ep:o's sake to help me maintain my manhood I wanted control over her~ wshi resisted. 

In my fallen state I would feel unanpreciated by her and used by her and 
in need of straightening her out so that she would conform to me aBS I conforim 
to my ima~e of God so that we three might all be one and thus be able to con
form our children to ourself so that not one would be lost. 

~·~}( 

If I wene in my fallen state I would bein~ a JUST man was that most <iodly 
think I could think of wnd would considerm~self far more Godly than any man I 
knew because I was so steadfast and unmoveahle in executinl!: ,iustice. 
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If l were in a more redeemed condition I would hear God say that Adams' 
curse is to Piake the living: and that r;od nut him under covenant to ohey the 
father. T would hear that the curse on Eve was that her Desire would be to 
her h11shand. God did not say He would force F:ve to be ruled over b:v her 
husband if her desire chanired because that would be takeing the other side 
foue-ht for in the war in heaven. So the min. Eve no, lon~er desires to he 
ruled over hy her hushand, the curse is lifted. Hecause of her nature her 
rlesire will return a~ain and again as she pro~resses and realizes that ~he 
i;.:: atso grd'rng· in the tokens of the priesthood. I would realize that the 
only way \dam and Eve can he truely one is hy Christ mediating the covenant 
in each one so as they hecome one with God thev can hecome one with each other. 

I would reali~e that my redemtion was not comnlete until I had over come 
the world hv faith and overcome the last enemy death. As I nro~ressed along 
the way I w~uld annreciate the freedoms nrovided by the constakion and would 
den:v thoi.;e freedo,ns to no one~ • ·J wouid aJ low my wife aria ·chi. ldren all' tffe 

riKhts priviled~es enjoyements opnurtunities, exneriences, and freedoms that 
I mvself calimed. I would feel a resnonsibilitv to teach them correct princiles 
and T would consider that in some matters children would need restriction because 
of lack of m11turity and iudgement hut I would know that I could never force 
their conscience. 

I would realize that My conenant is between me and God and I would resist 
any one interferin~ with my freedom in i~ makeing my own choices and being 
accountable to God Only. I would realize that my wife made her covenant with 
~od and must have total feeedom in her ch~ices and that her accountability 
is to God and that I better not meddle in affairs of her conscience for that 
was satan's nlan and he was cast out because of it. 

Tn ~ ,iourny toward redemntion 1 would read the"neacemaker" and look 
unon my wife as helon~ing to be as bone of my hone and felsh of my flesh 
and as nroperity 1 would be reouired to give an accounting of my stc•ardship 
over. I would cherish, value, nuriuush, cultivate, and care for her and I 
would he ever so careful of her feelings because I would know that as soon 
as I volited them I would be fornicating her snirit. I would know that I 
could excercise no influance excent by love unfeigned. 'l'herefore I would 
pray unto the Fat her with a 11 the energy of ,,y heart that I mi g:ht be filled 
with -this -love . .whj~h ... h~,.ti,e.a±o}veth u.non rt1L.w~•Q arf-' tnrn .. folLowers of bis .son 
Je~us Christ for all else exceot this love will fail. Moroni 7:46-47. 

As 1 nrogeessed I would know that justice is an attruhite of God and I 
would be glad I nosessed it. I would recognize that it is because of the 
at t ruhui t e .iul'-t ice in God that Satan has claim on me and I am lost and fallen 
forever. I would see that it is only because of the counterhalace of mercy 
in God that I have any hone. My hope is in Christ and his murcy. I would 
never .iud5e in .iustice witho~qual mercy for fear the same .iudeement would be 
meeted out to me and I would be lost and satan would have claim on me. 

I wo11ld try to provide a climate of accentance , natients, encouragement 
communication, understanding and suonort toward my wife so that he might feel 
totaly free to exnerience and excersize her agency and I would trust that God 
is ahle to do his~ work with her nnd that since her desire is toward God 
that that is exactly the direction he will null her even though she may not 
go exactily at the same rate or in the same manner as I. I would allow God 
and my wife to work that out. I would realize that my accounting to God will 
lie for how I fullied ~y covenant and not how my wife fullfilled hers. 
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T W<>"ld realize that we are in the lone and dreary world and that .Satan 
is the '-'od of it. I would r•alize that inorder tog-et out of babalon I_must 
first !!Pt hahaloh out of m:v heart. I would realize that to the degree. am 
un reedeemed is the de~ree I have babolvn still in me. I would realize that 
each nerson who leaves bahalyn must first have it out of their hear and that 
it is a nrocess. I would realize that' inorder to flee from beholyn I must 
~ave a Zion to flee to. Here again it must first hannen in ones h0art. 
Tf I \•·anted my family to avoid the influnce of bahalyn I'd want my home to 
he a 7inn nlace which was so full of love and io:v and the spirit of uod that 
mv family wnnld flow to it. I would rf'alize that is would have to be a process 
since all of mv family members including myself have a fallen nature. 
T would not dare to assume thnt I was pure ii heart enough to he God's wil 
for myfamily until I had been sanctified into ~od's time space demention 
and was totaly one with ""odor had become one itnthe Godhead with him. In 
t:hat condi:tjcoi~~ri C:0ei 1 d Until ·½was-in that COHd-ition 

I would realize that there mi~ht be sometiing that God knew about my wife and 
fa~ily that I didn't know and so I would let God deal with their agency. Once 
I was in th.,t condition I would totaly know the will e~J of Uod for them and 
even then I would not imnose it on the or use threats or couresion for that 
would make me a son of nerdition becauRe after all I would be using Satan's 
nlan. 

T would hone that in this fallen world I had a home as near to a Zion 
condition as anyone I knew of and l would be oatient in trying to teach and 
love and nersuade my children and wife in heivenly orincinles and encoura~e 
t~ to follow their conscience in their choices. I would want them and myself 
to he kind and understandin~ and loveing as we all walk throu~h this life 
of onnosites. I would t~rv to have love as the key orinciole in the home 
and if anyone left it would be because he or she choose not to respond to love. 
This world is not heaven. It is a lone and dreary world. We neerl to care 
for each other and he,rlo each other and feel the burdens of each other. I 
would want for my wife to be lifted above her curse and I'd want her to want 
me to he lifted above mine. 

I would consider Christ to be the Rride~room and myself and al-tl,oul?h • 
all those of his church ( those who desired him) to be his bride. I wr,uld 
s·~-e-,-,t,~ ... t aa.,$-O_on •. a,s.-my w.i..:f.~. aJ~.~e:Ptl?.d _of the first t ok~n of_ the priestho<>d 
that the curse began to be lifted from her and that· ·chr::ist becomes her 'hus
hand and He is to rule over her and her desire is to be to Him. I would 
consider myself as a husbandman to her for Christ's sake and I would in no 
way dare to interfear with their relationship ce~ly not to try to imoeee 
Christ's wi 11 on her. 1 1 d let Christ take care of h•·r conscience and worship. 
I wot1ld consider her to be Christ's wife until He gave her back to me in 
a sealing by the Holy Sprit of nromistafter I had obtained the secnter over 
my Id n<lla!'om. I would see that the way in which I administerd my stewardship 
in nartaining- to being a husbandman to her would be up u~most consideration 
in the etPrnal sealing hecam;;e the Holy .::>prit Of t'romisecould not seal us 
against our will. 

J would want to have my house in order. I would want to have my falllily 
abide hv correct nrincinles. I would believe that certain behavior is not 
accentable and if a member persisted in behavior which infringed unon the 
rights of others or was soiritually damma!!:ine: to the other family members 
T rni!•ht have to request them to renent or ~'b4,f(fe. I would also realize thnt 
all of us are fallen and that each of us including myself are in a state 
of nrohation and nerfectinn can not be exnected immediately and continually 
until it iR attained hy the grace of Christ. Moroni 10:;')2-33 and I would be 
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careful that in tryin~ to rid my home of hAhalyn I was not in the 
<rreater l!rin of Satan bv useinir his plan that was rejecter1 in the war 
in henven. 

I would know that God is a God of love and I would try to receive that 
attrubnte from him first and formost. 

,. 













THE CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS 

The Presidency of the First Quorum of the Seventy 

50 East North Temple Street, Salt Lake City, Utah 84150 

Mrs. Louise A. Knapp 
Route 2, Box 878 
Provo, Utah 84601 

Dear Sister Knapp: 

March 30, 1977 

Thank you very much for your letter of inquiry dated 
March 25, 1977 concerning someone who has used my name as a 
reference to buy 10-15 acres of Provo riverbottom land. 

This is the first indication I have had of such a request 
and I would like to know who is using my name for such 
activity. I have never made such an overture. I appreciate 
your checking it out, however, and perhaps saving us both some 
embarrassment. 

I appreciate your willingness to consider the sale of 
such land but it was not my inquiry. If I should ever do so 
it would not be through another party. 

Thank you for your thoughtfulness in writing. 

ly yours, ')( '\ 

~~ 
Pau H. Dunn 

PHD/sm 



r-

.l'JilrCil 31. 77 

Ucwr El er unn 

Thank you for y u Jette o rel 30, 1977 in pr~ pt reply 

to •ny e rl ier I . f er to ou conc:eroi n!f the n v, ho ls •d our ua ne 

ir r 0 ff rencc 1o uyin~ s~ne property in the Pr,vo riv~r o tores. 

Iou. ai , ".rhis is the firs indic"ltion I havn h· o <=mch 

reou t oul li to o o i· usin myna e for euch 

• c1 ivi1~." l • nt ·o c.o is r ht i:lnrl , oulo e l .d to tell . 
;ou the nae of he c~lleJ u3 c ccpt I'm afraid rf the 

r ... .,.,, 

witl• such a hif?h .s ak :10I-1ition in I.hf' cliurch. no~e\/er :r you 

Rtill \\ant to !·now his n- e a.d feel i 'trnldn't be hcla age i..nsl. 

me, let me ·no' ~nu 1'.l. tell ·ou lor I "'ant to o hat i. ri 'lt 

hv you. ty .. reut...,.-:;t c.lesi ~c i to find ',at is r i~ht and Jo it. 

~inc,erely 



THE CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS 

The Presidency of the First Quorum of the Seventy 

50 East North Temple Street, Salt Lake City, Utah 84150 

Mrs. Louise A. Knapp 
Route 2, Box 478 
Provo, Utah 84601 

Dear Sister Knapp: 

April 5, 1977 

Thank you for your response of March 31, 1977 regarding the 
priesthood leader who has put both of us in a rather interesting 
position. 

I would not want to have you reveal the name if you did not 
feel comfortable about it but should you desire to do so, I would 
hold it in strickest confidence and would use it in a manner 
that would not involve you directly. I think it is unfortunate 
that people use Church positions to get personal gain and in other 
ways. I apologize for that. 

Thanks again for your thoughtfulness in calling this to my 
attention. 

Pa 

PHD/sm 



April 7, 1977 

Dear • ldf>r Dunn 

''hanl, vnu v r- rut ir l tte, r A ,J .l 1977. 

is Hill J. Anderso • You have y full )er;1.iss1on to .is my 1ame 

and anv information .1 t • ve p. i. ven you, .i I any \ a: ,:on fiden ti; or· 

0• 11err·sc, th;- _you feel i 1 he hel ful to vou ;_1c. ou iwn,JlP 

th Li:. r 1·ohl •m. 

this unfortnno+c '-'itu tion Joes not shid·c v te"'li ony • ., 

1 am r~.ioicinr in the Atnnc-1 <>nt of "'t-ri<:t , 1 ich rriv('~ t•" 1he tav. 

nanny l!.n~ter. 

v. S. If .a. can bt> of tiny future uCJ,c.i,;;t,.nc·t· t,) :,,nu, ole,1se lc_l ;.ie 

l·no • 

au_) 
wt rte {_ 

ct. 5 f..Ge_ cl 

f,M V 

P,-..,e5_ 4-i-iJ -e AS:OA.. 

Os mu h cl s hu1-





































Pres. Harold L. Miller, Jr. 
1200 S. Nevada Ave. 
Provo, Utah 84601 

Dear Pres. Miller, 

1157 E. 640 S. 
Provo, Utah 84601 
September 12, 1981 

Sunday, September 6, you interviewed me in regard to a letter you 
had received from Elder Mark E. Petersen, wherein he inquired as 
to my involvement with the Church of Christ (Patriarchal). You 
asked me to write you a letter stating my beliefs. This letter is 
in response to that request. 

About 12 years ago I began to earnestly seek to have the Holy Ghost 
with me in my life. I was ·led to a woman who showed me the relevant 
scriptures and the meaning of the Atonement of Christ. I, for the 
first time, understood the Atonement as a personal thing in my life. 
I understood that our hope is in Christ. I was born of the spirit. 
Alma 5:14. 

I knelt and prayed the most earnest prayer of my life and consecrated 
my life to my Savior recognizing my need for repentance and redemption. 
I was filled with his spirit and felt his love and the joy was un
speakable. This marvelous experience opened up a whole new world to 
me which before had been hidden. I rejoiced in the Lord and his truth 
so much. I began to study with this friend and gradually others 
joined with us. We grew in truth and knowledge and joy. 

In September 1975 my friend who brought me to this understanding of 
Christ's Atonement was excommunicated from the LOS Church for teaching 
false doctrine. The three points of doctrine were: 1) the nature of 
prayer or praying to the Father in the name of the Son but recogniz-
ing that Christ becomes our Father when we are adopted unto him through 
the rebirth of the spirit. Mosiah 4:1-3 and Mosiah 5:7; 2) the nature 
of the Godhead as explained in the 5th Lecture on Faith which used to 
be included in the Doctrine and Covenants; 3) she claimed to be 
sealed to Joseph Smith. This fits in with the law of adoption which 
Joseph Smith taught and practiced. I believe all three of these 
points of doctrine to be true as interpreted by her. At that time 
it looked as if my membership was in question. If action had been 
taken I would have given up my membership rather than deny the things 
I know to be true. I want to grow in truth not diminish in it. It 
is life eternal to know God and Christ. I started on that path and 
I Hant to continue, with my knowledge growing brighter and brighter 
un~il the perfect day. 



Pres. Harold L. Miller, Jr. 
September 12, 1981 
Page two 

My experience in the LDS Church is that if you are hungry, rather 
than feed you, they eat you. Ezekiel 34. If you seek, rather than 
allowing that you could find, they label you suspect. If you want 
to gather with your friends to study the scriptures, rather than 
rejoicing with you in that lovely experience, they accuse you of 
being disrespectful of priesthood authority and of breaking temple 
covenants. If you understand and can and want to discuss new truth, 
you are warned not to delve into the mysteries in spite of the fact 
that the scriptures are telling you to seek and understand the 
mysteries of God. D&C 107:18-19, 76:5-10, etc. And what would 
happen if a group of LOS members gathered together and experienced 
an outpouring of the gifts of the spirit? They would be accused of 
being in darkness and deception and of being under the influence of 
Satan. 

So I feel that if a 
faith and begins to 
shows that a person 
and is unacceptable. 

member of the LDS Church grows into greater 
learn through the veil as the temple ceremony 
must, then he is considered suspect and apostate 

This happened to me and several of my friends. 

I believe that Joseph Smith restored the fullness of the Gospel and 
that the Presidents of the Church since his time have not improved 
upon it. And indeed as the people have wished less and less truth, 
have gotten just what they wanted. I believe that at best the LDS 
is limiting itself to the preparatory gospel, D&C 84:26-27, and 
excommunicates those who begin to grow into the fullness of the 
gospel, D&C 84:19-25. I believe the Lord gives his children what 
they want. He gave Enoch and his people the laws for a translated 
city. They obeyed and were translated as a city. He gave the 
children of Israel the same higher laws and they didn't want them 
so they got the Law of Moses. Joseph Smith restored the fullness 
and the people didn't want it so the Lord gave them less. If, how
ever, a person wants the blessing, he must be obedient to law upon 
which it is predicated. If you want exultation you must live the 
fullness of the gospel as restored by Joseph Smith. I believe that 
most people didn't and don't want the higher law and more truth. 
But I do believe that a just and merciful God will provide a place 
for those who do. 

My friends who were unacceptable in the LDS Church found the Church 
of Christ (Patriarchal) where the doctrines which were labeled false 
in the LDS Church were taught as true in their church. The founder 
of it claims to have~''taken to the Holy City and authorized to function 
under Joseph Smith's keys, D&C 90:3, 112:15, 132:7, to lead the people 
who so choose to do so in the higher laws which include the law of 
consecrati"n, the united order, and the law of plural celestial 
marriage. This is to prepare a people to be living the holy order 
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of God, to be a holy city to unite with the holy city from heaven 
when Christ comes in his glory. Moses 7:61-64. I believe what he 
claims is true. If it isn't it ought to be in order for the scrip
tures to be fulfilled. And so those who want more of God than the 
LDS Church wants them to have can have a place provided to grow in 
truth. 

I believe that there are people who have been cast out from under 
the keys of the LDS Church who are God loving, God seeking people 
who have keys who are following God's laws and ordinances and God's 
truth and are acceptable to and upheld by God in their faith and 
actions and are enjoying the gifts of the spirit. And indeed are 
the ones who will be prepared to meet him and live with him as 
joint heirs. 

I have a hunger to grow in the knowledge of God and his redemption. 
My friends who joined the Church of Christ (Patriarchal), as well 
as some who didn't join, share that same hunger and desire. I re
ceive the monthly publication from that church and rejoice in the 
truth that I read therein. I recognize it because of my own exper
ience in the goodness and truth. of God, as being the truth and it is 
powerful and authoritative and I believe it. So I see people like 
myself as not being able to be our true selves in the LDS Church 
and see the Lord as being a just and merciful God who provides for 
the needs of those who love and seek him as I am trying to do. 

I do not want to discount the good that the LDS Church is doing even 
for my own family. I'm grateful for the good that I and they have 
derived from it. At this point in-my life however it does not meet 
any spiritual need for me. It even lacks the ability to meet my 
social need as I can't be my true self without being suspect and 
apostate. Therefore I seek outside the LDS Church the association 
of my friends in the Church of Christ (Patriarchal) and elsewhere 
in order to have my needs met. 

I indicated to you that if the decision is to hold court on me for 
trial of my membership that I would like you to tell me so I could 
save you the trouble by writing you a letter requesting my name be 
removed from the records. I said this because I want to be spared 
the agony of a "Witch Hunt." However, upon reflecting on our inter
view I have changed my mind. I don't feel that you will conduct a 
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"witch hunt" against me even if you hold a court. I appreciate 
your kindness during the interview and admire your good balance 
between your bearing your testimony to me of how you see the truth 
and your refraining from preaching and lecturing to me. 

May the Lord's will be done. Hoping to hear from you soon. 

Sincerely, 

_..,.-<' -
/ V \,le:-: t); ) 

~ . 
Louise A. Knapp 

































PROVO UT AH ST AKE 

March 27, 1982. 

Louise Knapp 
1157 East 640 South 
Provo, UT 84601 

Dear Sister Knapp: 

THE CHURCH OF 

JESUS CHRIST 
OF LATTER-DAY 

SAINTS 

The decision of the high council court held in your behalf on Wednesday, 
17 March 1982, was that you be excommunicated from the Church for reason 
of apostasy, The policy of the Church regarding an excommunicated 
individual is as follows: 

A person who is excommunicated is no longer a member of the 
Church, As long as he is out of the Church, all privileges· 
of membership are denied, including the wearing of temple 
garments and the payment of tithing and other contributions, 

However, excommunicated individuals may, if they so desire, 
make such payments through a member of their immediate 
family who is in full standing in the Church, provided that· 
all receipts are written in the name of the family member. 

In general an excommunicated person is treated as any other 
nonmember. He is not entitled to speak or offer a public 
p.rayer, partake of the sacrament, sustain or vote against 
Church officers, participate in any way if in attendance 
at priesthood meetings, hold a teri:rp).e_ recommend, hold any 
office in the Church, or attend any meeting of Church officers. 
Excommunicated persons may, however, attend meetings in he 
consolidated meeting schedule, and public conference sessions, 
if their conduct is orderly. But they may not take any 
active part in such meetings, 

An excommunicated person should be encouraged to repent and 
live the gospel standards to prepare himself for baptism, 

It is my si;n,cere hope that future circumstances will permit your 
reentry into the Church, In the meantime, you have my earnest pledge 



to be of assistance in any way which you or your family may request, 
I have great regard for you and for the qualities which you represent, 
particularly in your role as mother. I can only hope that the further 
experiences of life will reduce the distance between you and the 
Church, particularly as it is felt at the level of the heart. 

Yours faithfully, 

HLM:el 
cc: Bishop E, Max Raisor 



May 10. 1982 

Dear President Millar 

J arioreciate your rledge of helr and support for me and my family. 
J feel you are sencire and so I feel free to take you up on your offer . 

. ,,). .... 
\~" 1r.,.... 

The trust between Bernie is low. 4 pperaently he can't trust me and 
after two specefic experiences I can't trust him. The first thing hanpened 
in Idaho when we received sev·eral thousnad dollars from 7(tf'sale of our 
place in Provo. He secereted the money away. Even though legaly it was 
half mine, in fact 1 had no access to it. I don't know where it is or if 
there is any or how to get any of it or how he has spent it. Maybe he 
has spent it for our- mutual well being and in the same way I would have 
if I had been con~ulted. _ I ~n' t know. I have no way of knowing. :J..r' _.,._ 1, : Q& 1 i 
-,,..,-~wt::. J ~ .,.,:Jpiric 41 -:.d.., iii ,,,. =,~c., ~- i 

I can understand that tithen several of my friends joined another 
church Bernie was afraid that I might run away and steal his money. I 
don't howe~er think that gives him the right to steal mine. ~o when we 
moved to Provo I suggested thut we get a trust and my intention was that 
we mutually agree on how we would like our estate to be handled and where 
we would Like it to go. He gave me the impression he was not interested. 
He iust recently told me that he has a trust for his porperty. it Jf•i •i-~it 
-ltif Both experiences were a hurtful blow to me. 

own 
and 

I feel that he views the •#tate, properity, ernings etc. to be hisfvert 
only and that any benifit I get is out of the generousity of ~is pati~nts 
long suffering. 

I'm not complainin,r about ,f>f,lt/){i how he has spent a.ny money. For 
all .l know he has spent it for out mutual benifit. Of course on the ohter 
hand maybe he hasn't I don't know. Legaly and moraly the money is also 
mine. The actual fact is I have been defruaded out of it. The laws there
fore are not ,-i:ood enough insurance for me. My concern iMs for the future. 
I am afraid that in his heart he wants to defruad me of my rightful share 
of the properity u~less I renounce my religious beliefs. I am the victium 
of Ruhtle and inl'fdioue religious persecution., My future finantial security 
is in deep ;jepordy. What is to stop him from dfviorOdng me in 20 years from 
now after drawing allthe assesets into his trust or into wherever he put 
the money in Idaho and leaving me penneyleas and with no home when I am 
too old to have any earning power? 

If 1 hadn't married I would have had the same potential to obtain an 
estate as Bernie has. My hearing him 9 children and careing for the■ through 
theae years with very little time off ought to be o-l some worth. After 14 
years of marriage his feeling was that I had come to the marriage with a car 
~nd if I left the marriage 1 could leave with a car. 

If he feels in his heart that everything is his then he will feel 
justified in takeing measures to ensure that he is in control such as putting 
assetts into his trust or some•hing and thus legaly but i-oraly cutting me 
out. If it is his attitude that he can rightfully cut me out, he will 
instil that value into ~ii our children and I'll have nol'place to tfJn turn 
and they will all •say it is my own fault and I deserve it for being disobed 

ian"t. -

























Thank you for your thoughtful letter of care and concern. I appreciate the kind 
things you said about me. 

Thank you for the invitation to attend your temple wedding in June of 07. I 
remember when I was with you and Lisa in New Jersey just over 20 years ago 
when you got married. You told me then that you planned on going to the temple 
in a year and you at that time invited me to go to the temple with you the following 
year. I came home and called the Stake President who ex-communicated me and 
talked it over with him. It seemed apparent that I would not be able to go with 
you. 

I appreciate your invitation, your testimony, your concern, and your courage to 
reach out to me and to share your feelings with me. 

Of course you are not the first one who has questioned me about why I can't or 
won't get back in the church. My family, my brothers, my friends, bishops, and 
there was even a neighbor who stood on the side walk and condemned me and told 
me the repent. 

I have tried many times to explain my position. No one has ever been able to really 
understand. I guess the closest would be Joseph, who after an uninterupted 6 
hours of questioning me on the drive from Cove Fort, WY to Salt Lake City 
airport, began to see my position. He doesn't agree with me but at least I think he 
could see where I was corning from. It seems that no one who has questioned me 
has ever been able to accept that my stance is valid. 

I do believe that Gordon B. Hinkley has the right to be President of the church and 
that the church is true. I believe though that by it's very nature the church is an 
organization for this world and operates in the preparatory gospel as indicated in 
D&C 84 and 107. I believe it's purpose is to preach the gospel and bring people 
to Christ. At some point in a person's progression the Church should allow one to 
have one's personal relationship with Christ. Christ is the redeemer - not the 
church. The church has a role and I am grateful for the role it has played in my 
life and the role it is playing in your life. 



I do have a testimony of the truthfulness of Joseph Smith restoring the gospel and 
bringing the Book of Mormon to us. I know them to be true more now than ever. 

I of course would love to be in the temple with my family on their special 
occasions. I have missed many sessions when my kids went for their first time for 
the endowment and for weddings. I love family gatherings, special occasions, and 
spiritual events. I love the temple ceremony and the truth of what it symbolizes. I 
understand it more now than when I was still allowed to attend. 

I was ex-communicated for apostasy defined as: "You don't believe that President 
Kimball (of course now it would be President Hinkley) is the only man on the 
earth with all of the keys and the sole person through whom the Lord speaks to the 
people" With that definition I plead guilty. I think there are people like Billy 
Graham who speak to the people for the Lord. I don't think they have the fullness 
that Joseph Smith restored. I also know for a fact that the Lord speaks to me for 
my own personal spiritual growth even with my being outside of the church. 

So it was about belief. I can not repent of something I sincerely believe. I can 
repent of sin. Sin is something I am doing wrong. I cannot repent of something 
that I turely believe. 

Any way I do believe that the President of the church has the right to preside over 
the church and that the Lord directs him in the affairs of the church. I believe 
however that in a person's progress into sanctification Moses6:58-62, one must 
develop a relationship with the Redeemer as his God and the church should rejoice 
and encourage that and no longer take the role as though it were God. The church 
did not die for me. The church did not pay for my sins. The church did not suffer 
in the garden and on the cross for me. The church did not fill me with His spirit 
when I came to my event of a broken heart and a contrite spirit. The church is to 
teach me of these truths and not usurp them. 

a,'t-'(, 

I have no resentttoward the church orit's leaders. I have no hard feelings. I just 
can't honestly answer the interview questions. I feel that I am put in a position of 
compromising my integrity. I feel like the brethren are requiring my covenant to 
be with them instead of with the Lord. 

Believe me, I have struggled with this problem. When I was going through it 
years ago sometimes I was in so much pain I thought my unborn child might have 
birth defects. 



I pled with the Lord and said, "What is my sin that makes everyone so upset with 
me?" I reflected on my actions and I knew I had only been seeking and finding 
truth i.e. the knowledge of the atonement and of Christ's love for me and the truths 
of the restored gospel and of Joseph Smith and what he really brought back to the 
earth. 

I said, "Lord I am just seeking you. What should I do?" My answer was, "If you 
are ashamed to claim me now, I will be ashamed to claim you before the father". 

I would prefer to be in good with the Lord and the Father than anyone else. 

I doubt that this will resolve any thing for you. I do believe however that in the 
next world it will all be resolved. I am taking the course I feel I must take in order 
to be true to my covenant with the Lord. 

Well, thanks for reading all this. God bless you. I am thankful for the miracle in 
your life. I know it is a blessing for you and your family. 

Love Louise 
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